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The Phantom of the Opera played nightly to packed houses during a historic
run on campus in February. The Andrew Lloyd Webber musical was the largest
production ever staged at the University, and featured an all-U of M cast.
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became the youngest student ever at the U of M. Now a
junior, graduation is just around the corner.
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A unique oral history project by Professor Charles Crawford
uncovers little-known facts about the University of Memphis,
ancedotes that may make you “shake, rattle and roll.”
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On the cover: Ashley Durham, a senior from Adamsville, Tenn., and a
2011 Miss USA runner-up, brought a Sylvester stuffed animal with her to college
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FROM THE

PRESIDENT
Dear Alumni and Friends:
In February, I had the pleasure of attending the largest musical production ever staged at the
University of Memphis, The Phantom of the Opera. With its glorious sets, dramatic special effects
and outstanding performances by an all-U of M cast, the production was nothing short of spectacular,
and very representative of the tremendous talent that the Rudi E. Scheidt School of Music and
the Department of Theatre and Dance annually produce. Phantom, which sold out three hours
after tickets went on sale, drew rave reviews from local and regional media outlets, with one writer
describing the show as “dazzling.” Phantom, much like the 1970 U of M production of Hair, will long
be remembered.
As we rapidly approach the mid-point of our Centennial Celebration, circle April 20-22 on your
calendar for another major campus event. Centennial Reunion Weekend, hosted by our National
Alumni Association Board, will offer the chance to rekindle old friendships with former classmates
through college reunions, open houses, concerts and the annual Spring Fling carnival on campus.
A centerpiece of the weekend will be the unveiling of a 1,000-pound, bronze tiger statue on the
Alumni Mall on April 20 that will begin a new campus tradition. Sculpted in the likeness of mascot
TOM, campus visitors are invited to rub the tiger’s paw for good luck or pose next to it for a photo.
Other Reunion Weekend events include the University of Memphis Spring Opera and the premier
of the film Duty of the Hour: The Life and Times of Benjamin Hooks. Visit the U of M’s Centennial
calendar at www.memphis.edu/centennial/events.php for details on the dozens of other weekend
happenings.
Also in April, the University will recognize the many important roles women have played during
the school’s first century. The “100 Years, 100 Women” ceremony, set for April 27 at the University
of Memphis Holiday Inn, will recognize 100 women and their vital contributions to the University.
From helping to establish the first normal school in the area that eventually became the University
of Memphis in the early 1900s to Elma Roane and her efforts to provide equal footing for female
athletes in the 1980s, women have left a lasting impression on both the school and the nation. Visit
www.memphis.edu/crow for information on attending.
While not related to the Centennial, another significant event will occur at the end of June with
the retirement of longtime Athletic Director R.C. Johnson. R.C.’s contributions to the University have
been profound: donations to the Athletic Department have risen from $1 million to more than
$7 million; athletes combined for a school-record overall 3.1 grade-point average this past fall;
U of M athletic facilities are on par or above those of peer institutions; and the University is soon to be
part of the BIG EAST Conference. All of us in administration thank R.C. and his wife, Melba, for their
enthusiasm and dedication to the University, and we wish them well in their retirement.
The University of Memphis will continue to celebrate its Centennial through the end of the year.
Visit our website at www.memphis.edu for the latest Centennial news.
Sincerely,

Shirley C. Raines, President
2
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The BIG EAST Conference celebrated Memphis’ acceptance into the league with several banners in New
York City’s Times Square shortly after the announcement was made. (Photo courtesy of the BIG EAST.)

BIG EAST becomes a big deal for Tiger athletics
From the far north, to a country halfway around the world, news of the University of Memphis’ move
to the BIG EAST sent a jolt of electricity through Tiger nation.
“Is it true? Memphis to the Big East?” alumnus Jason Wood texted to friends in Memphis from his
home in Toronto after hearing unofficial reports of the move. “Can you imagine the basketball games!”
Said former Tiger basketball sharpshooter Doneal Mack from Turkey where he is playing
professional ball, “This is big for the city of Memphis because our fan base is like no other and
really loves Tiger basketball. I wish we could have done it during the years we were one of the most
winningest programs to show the country we had no problem competing with the toughest night in
and night out.”
The BIG EAST Conference’s board of directors, by a unanimous vote of its schools’ presidents, extended
the invitation Feb. 8. The Tigers will begin play as an all-sports member beginning in Fall of 2013.
“This is a historic day for the University,” said President Shirley C. Raines. “On behalf of the
faculty, staff, alumni, fans, students and especially our student-athletes, we are thrilled to accept the
invitation from the BIG EAST Conference. We are pleased to be renewing some old rivalries that
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

our fans enjoyed in years past, and we look
forward to competing against other formidable
opponents from the BIG EAST.”
For U of M Athletic Director R.C. Johnson, the
invitation came after years of efforts to land the
school in a BCS conference.
“This was the final thing on my checklist,”
said Johnson, who will retire in June. “We have
upgraded our facilities, increased donations and
returned our basketball program to national
prominence. Our athletes are performing at
record academic levels in the classroom. This
certainly is satisfying on both a personal and
professional level.”
The BIG EAST, in extending the invitation, took note
of Memphis’ efforts to shore up its athletic program.
“Over the past decade, the University has
demonstrated an unwavering commitment of
competing at the highest level in college sports,”
said BIG EAST Commissioner John Marinatto.
“The University has positioned itself for long-term
success by upgrading facilities and investing
wisely in various areas of the athletic department
including coaching and administration. We are
confident that the addition of this outstanding
athletics program located in a Top 50 media
market and in the heart of the nation’s largest
conference footprint will further propel the BIG
EAST and the University of Memphis to even
greater levels of success.”
Memphis will reunite with former conference
foes Louisville, Cincinnati, South Florida, DePaul
and Marquette, as well as current Conference
USA members Central Florida, Houston
and SMU. With Notre Dame, Connecticut,
Georgetown, Villanova and St. John’s, it will be
the premier basketball league in the country.
It annually holds its conference tournament at
Madison Square Garden.
For football, the Tigers will be joining a BCSaffiliated conference. Football playing members
will include Boise State, San Diego State and,
beginning in 2015, Navy.
The U of M competes for national
championships in 19 NCAA-sanctioned sports,
including 10 men’s sports and nine women’s
sports. Memphis participates in football,
basketball, soccer, rifle, golf, tennis, baseball,
indoor and outdoor track/field and cross
country for men and basketball, volleyball,
soccer, golf, tennis, indoor and outdoor track/
field and cross country for women. The Tigers
have won national championships in golf, rifle
and track during the school’s 100-year history
and have participated in three NCAA men’s
basketball Final Fours. — by Greg Russell
SP R I NG 2012
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U of M engineering students (from left) Tin Nguyen, Rina Nguyen, Carlos Ortiz and Marsalas Whitaker are using the University’s Center for Entrepreneurship and
Innovation to help develop a unique heart-monitoring device that may save lives. The Center is open to potential entrepreneurs on and off campus and is a free service.

New U of M Center
wants to ‘make it your biz’
University of Memphis student Carlos Ortiz has
a personal stake in finding a more efficient way
for likely heart attack victims to get emergency
medical treatment in a hurry.
“My grandfather, he was about 80 when
he had a heart attack,” said the Herff College
biomedical engineering major. “My grandmother
called my mom who drove an hour to her house.
They then called 911, but by that time, he had
massive heart tissue damage and eventually died.
From that moment, I always thought of what I
could do to help heart patients.”
Now, with the help of the cleverly designed U
of M Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation,
Ortiz has started a new company. REGEN-X Corp.
is developing a device — one that Apple Inc. has
expressed interest in — that may save lives.
Ortiz and his business partners, which include
U of M students Tin Nguyen, Rina Nguyen and
Marsalas Whitaker, are working on an implantable
cardioverter-defibrillator (ICD) that includes a
tracking device that will provide a GPS location
to point emergency medical personnel to
heart patients who may be experiencing lifethreatening conditions without the patient having
to do anything.
4
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“The concept is similar to ‘OnStar’ technology,”
Ortiz said. “An ICD is placed under the skin of
a heart patient and it communicates wirelessly
with a home receiver or wristband worn by
the patient. When that person has an episode,
which violates our proprietary algorithms (high
or low parameter), it will send an emergency
signal directly to our first-response team, who will
contact emergency responders and forward the
details of the episodes to the patient's doctor. The
patient can be anywhere in the world, something
never before offered in similar devices.”
If not for the Center, located in the FedEx
Institute of Technology, Martinez's start-up
company might not have had the expertise to be
on the verge of producing the innovative heartmonitoring device.
The Center provides entrepreneurs — young
and old alike — the tools they need to turn a
business idea into reality. Funded by the Small
Business Administration, it provides the business
and legal expertise needed to start a company. It
is free and open to students as well as the public.
“Our motto is, ‘Making it Real,’” said program
manager Kelly Penwell. “There are a lot of
organizations out there doing what we are doing,
but very few of them make it understandable.
“We develop a program that entrepreneurs
can genuinely follow — not just people with an

EMBA, but people from all walks of life who have
the enthusiasm and have the dream to start their
own businesses.”
Penwell said the Center has helped 80 clients
begin to develop business plans since it opened
last summer.
“We have had veterans, established businessmen,
PhD candidates, students — even a 16-year-old —
come through our doors looking for help.”
The Center can even help those who aren’t exactly
sure what type of business they want to launch.
“Some people walk in and say, ‘I don’t know
what I want to do. I do know I want to start a
business though,’” said Chad Holmes, a graduate
assistant with the Center. “Our program manager
is sitting on a ton of ideas that we can provide
them, or we can find out what their passion is
and make them an idea right on the spot.”
“We then help them design and develop their
idea,” adds fellow graduate assistant Jerry Ivery.
“We connect you with the people who can help
you along the way.”
Penwell said students should not shy away
from the Center simply because of their age.
“This gives students another pathway to create
their career plan, to take the things they have
learned at the U of M and put it to work,” she said.
It just takes a phone call or visit to the Center
to get started.
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

The Center is an offshoot of the Crews Venture Lab, a $2 million business
startup facilitator that will be located in the former Masonic Lodge at Walker
and Patterson near the main U of M campus.
Penwell said the Center’s purpose is to create jobs and expand industry.
It has already helped those in the food, fashion, biomedical engineering,
recreation and technology industries, just to name a few.
Holmes said that no idea is too far out there.
“We had one client who wanted to develop a device to help people walk
on water,” he said. “Looking at what is already being done (in this field), that
might be a possibility.”
Contact Penwell at kcnklnpn@memphis.edu for more information on the
Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation. —
 by Greg Russell

Big things are happening.

Walk like an Egyptian:
Ramesses has eyes on U of M
Ramesses II is packing his cartouche and moving to the University of
Memphis.
The 25-foot statue is in the process of being relocated from outside
The Pyramid in downtown Memphis to the U of M campus near Central
Avenue. Preliminary work has begun; the move should be completed
before the end of the Spring 2012 semester.
Once officially erected, Ramesses II will bring attention to the
Egyptology program, Egyptian artifacts in the campus museums and the
Institute of Egyptian Art and Archaeology, according to Dean Richard Ranta
of the College of Communication and Fine Arts.
“It is a significant focal point that shouts at you in a 5,000-pound way
that we have a major Egyptian study presence here,” Ranta said.
The statue will be located between Harris Hall and the Theatre Building,
in front of the colonnades and facing Central Avenue.
Before the statue could be relocated, the U of M had to construct a
base on which Ramesses II will rest.
“We had to prepare the site because the statue is heavy,” Ranta said.
“You can’t just put it on top of the concrete sidewalk because it would
crack it all to smithereens.”
The local Ramesses II, a replica of the 50-ton one in Egypt, has stood
outside The Pyramid since 1991. It is modeled after a statue of Ramesses II
near the visitors center at the site of ancient Memphis near Cairo.
The City of Memphis will lease the statue to the University for $1
annually for 99 years.
The excitement of the statue’s relocation has been building.
“It’s something that will be of interest to us, so it won’t be stuck in a
corner and forgotten,” Ranta said. — by Laura Fenton
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

Think about everything the University of Memphis has
achieved the last 100 years - accomplishments that could
not have been made without the generosity of our supporters.
Be a part of our next century of success by making a gift
to support the University of Memphis.
Large or small, every gift counts. Making a gift of $100, or
even $20.12, will be a meaningful gesture to commemorate
our Centennial Celebration.

For more information about supporting the University of Memphis,
visit www.memphis.edu/campaign or contact us at 901.678.5664
or at umannualgiving@memphis.edu.
SP R I NG 2012
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U of M students Ionut Cosarca, Liviu Craciun and Ovidiu Corneanu (seated) created the Little Symphony
Project, which combines music videos submitted from musicians of all ages and nationalities into one
performance video. The first production, Pachelbel’s “Canon in D,” is drawing thousands of hits on YouTube.

Virtual symphony a reality for U of M music students
In the “Little Symphony,” musicians live in 30
countries, never practice together and perform
from the comfort of their own homes.
It’s not a riddle, but rather a reality titled the
Little Symphony Project, which was created by
University of Memphis Rudi E. Scheidt School
of Music students Ionut Cosarca, Liviu Craciun
and Ovidiu Corneanu. The project combines
dozens of YouTube music videos submitted
by musicians from around the world who
are performing Johann Pachelbel’s “Canon in
D” into one video. The result is both magical
and astounding. Violinists from Russia, Japan,
Hungary and the United States combine with
pianists from Greece, Singapore and China.
Cellists from Argentina, Brazil and Ecuador join
flutists from Belgium, Australia and Spain and
other musicians and their instruments to create
a spectacular version of “Canon in D.”
“We all had noticed that classical music,
in general, loses its popularity among young
people,” Cosarca said. “Since we now all spend
a lot of time on social networks, we thought
it would be a great idea to do a project that
6
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connects musicians from all over the world via
these networks.”
The “Canon in D” video was released online
Jan. 17. It features 106 instrumental and vocal
video submissions that are intertwined into one
video performance of “Canon in D.” The project
and video have caught the attention of many,
logging more than 12,000 views from 63
countries in its first few days online.
Participants chose which of the five parts of
“Canon in D” to play and then downloaded the
sheet music from the YouTube channel before
recording his or her video submission. After
finishing, participants uploaded the videos to
YouTube, sent the Little Symphony coordinators
the links to the videos and submitted short
biographies and photos.
Cosarca, Craciun and Corneanu, who are all
natives of Romania, downloaded each video
submission and overlapped them in Adobe
After Effects CS5 program to create the single
performance.
“We arranged the videos in perspective
to create the seating congregation of a real
orchestra,” Cosarca said. “We also recorded the

conductor from the back and from the front. It
all looks like a real symphony performance.”
Georgios Zaimis, a pianist in Greece, decided
to take part in the Little Symphony video project
after finding out about it under YouTube’s
recommended videos.
“The most important [thing] I gained from
being a part of this project was the creative
feeling I had after recording and joining the
video with the other submissions,” Zaimis said.
“I’d love to see this project continue with more
compositions, even in rearranged forms.”
The idea for the project came from a lifelong
desire of Cosarca, Craciun and Corneanu to
play music for people internationally.
“I have wanted to share music with people
from different cultures and lifestyles, and with
people who have experienced different levels
and varieties of music education,” Corneanu
said. “Traditionally, this has required money
to travel to national and international music
festivals and conferences, [but] we have created
a more affordable way to share music with
people.”
Before starting the Little Symphony,
Craciun and Cosarca began on a smaller
scale with a quartet music publishing website,
www.music4four.com, which combined four
performances into one video.
“We wrote various string quartet
arrangements and also some orchestral works
for children,” Craciun said. “To promote our
arrangements, we came up with these multitracking videos on YouTube where we would
play all the voices of a string quartet, just the
two of us. We also thought about making a
whole orchestra and starting an interactive
collaborative music project online.”
Craciun also was inspired by a YouTube video
by Eric Whitacre in which he created a virtual
choir.
In about three months, a new song will
be available. Cosarca, Craciun and Corneanu
have not chosen the next selection, but once
they do, the submission process will begin
again. The goal is to incorporate 200 video
submissions from around the world on this
project. — by Laura Fenton

Point your QR
code reader here
to visit www.
littlesymphony.com
to experience the
virtual symphony.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Cassidy. Bonito and hundreds of crew members
captured every scene of the movie in only five
weeks during shooting in Baton Rouge.
The Comptons visited the set during production
and were amazed by the number of people
involved in the film and by the car-crash stunts.
After filming and post-production editing,
Compton saw the official trailer. The script had
finally become a movie.
“It’s great to actually see on film what you
wrote,” he said.
The Comptons met 23 years ago in a film
and video production class taught by Steven
Ross, a U of M professor in the College of
Communication and Fine Arts.

“It was clear that they were both talented
and very hardworking,” said Ross, who has
produced/directed seven films.
He kept in touch with Michael and Sherry and
asked them to participate in several writing projects.
This isn’t the apex of the film career of the
Compton duo.
“You have to keep going,” Compton said.
“You have to be like a shark — always moving.”
Their next project is a family comedy titled
Rudy Tooty, which is scheduled to star Danny
Glover, Ruby Dee, Tequan Richmond and Glynn
Turman. The film will be produced and directed
by the Comptons. — by Laura Fenton

English professor’s manuscript
basis for motion picture
Michael Compton couldn’t shake the image of
a sinking car with a woman trapped in the trunk.
He had read a 2003 Commercial Appeal
story about a local court case in which Melissa
Solaas was locked in the trunk of her vehicle by
a carjacker who allegedly had kidnapped and
robbed her in May of 2001. The carjacker then
pushed the vehicle into a lake. She survived.
After contemplating the incident, Compton
(BA ’93, MA ’95, MFA ’97), a U of M English
instructor, and his wife, Sherry Compton, turned
the idea into a manuscript.
“It became the seed for the movie script,” he said.
The subsequent movie Carjacked was released
on DVD and Blue-ray last November and is
currently available for rent at Redbox kiosks.
Although Compton does not have the exact
figures yet, the movie must be popular, at least
locally, because “it seems to be out of stock
every time we look for it,” he said.
After one month of writing, the Comptons sold
exclusive rights of the script to a producer, who in
turn pitched it to various production companies.
The setting for the film is the inside of a car
of a single mother named Lorraine. She and her
5-year-old son are carjacked by a bank robber
and must take the gunman to meet his cohorts
to divvy up the money. Lorraine is locked in the
trunk at one point during the movie, but the car
is not pushed into the water.
Director John Bonito led the project, which
stars Maria Bello, Stephen Dorff and Joanna
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

Attending the Lambuth Campus flag-raising ceremony Jan. 13 were: (left to right) Tennessee Board of
Regents (TBR) board member Greg Duckett; TBR Chancellor John Morgan; TBR board member Jonas
Kisber; Jackson State Community College President Bruce Blanding; Jackson Mayor Jerry Gist; U of M
President Shirley Raines; Tenn. Gov. Bill Haslam; U.S. Rep. Stephen Fincher; Madison County Mayor Jimmy
Harris; former Halls Mayor Sammie Arnold; West Tennessee Healthcare executive Bobby Arnold; and
Jackson Energy Authority President Jim Ferrell.

Lambuth Campus expects
large enrollment increase
University of Memphis officials are expecting
a large increase in the number of students
attending its Lambuth Campus in Jackson,
Tenn., this fall, based on the number of
applications received through March.
According to Dr. Dan Lattimore, dean of
Lambuth and the University College, 432 firsttime freshmen have applied as well as 148
transfer students. About 300 students were
enrolled during the first year the U of M began
administering classes at the school.
“We are certainly pleased with those
numbers,” said Lattimore. “As a result of the
increase, we will be adding considerably more

general education courses.”
Lattimore said that “about 20 to 25 percent”
of the incoming freshmen are from the
Memphis area while the rest hail from the
Jackson area and from middle Tennessee.
He said that more housing would be
available this fall as well as a student center
offering food services.
The U of M acquired Lambuth University last
August. The city of Jackson, Madison County,
West Tennessee Healthcare and the Jackson
Energy Authority each contributed about $2
million to help acquire the campus. U of M
officials believe enrollment will reach 1,000
within five years.
Visit www.memphis.edu/lambuth for
additional information.
SP R I NG 2012
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back in the studio this month to record an “unplugged” version for the fall.
“We’re taking the campaign to a whole new level this coming year,”
Bonnin said. “There are so many great things going on here at the
University, and we need to keep telling our story.”
Stay tuned.

U of M videographer Marty Deull films student Tyler DeWitt as part of
the University’s “Express Yourself” marketing campaign.

University invites prospective
students to “Express Yourself”
The University of Memphis has added a little soul to its student
recruitment efforts.
Songwriter Charles Wright’s “Express Yourself” is the centerpiece of a
new campaign the University has been airing on television, YouTube and
the U of M website.
“Today’s students live their lives out loud through Twitter, YouTube and
Facebook so we built the campaign around the ‘Express Yourself’ theme.
Our students express themselves through leadership, athletics, the arts,
community service and a lot of other ways,” said Linda Bonnin, interim
vice president of the U of M’s communications, public relations and
marketing division.
Bonnin came up with the concept, wrote the scripts and selected the
participants. Twelve students were chosen for the first year of the campaign.
“I wanted to feature students who believe that the University of
Memphis has changed their life in a significant way,” Bonnin said.
“Finding those students was incredibly easy because they are everywhere.
Ultimately, students were selected because of their involvement on
campus and their success in the classroom.”
Bonnin said she also wanted to highlight academic diversity so you
won’t see two students with the same major. “We also achieved a good
balance of gender and race, and we featured students from both public
and private high schools,” she added.
Bonnin interviewed each student to determine what to include in their script.
“I got accepted to Vanderbilt, but I chose to attend the University of Memphis
instead. It had everything I needed,” Tyler DeWitt, president of the Student
Government Association, states in one commercial. “At first, I was a typical
commuter student living at home and going to class. My second year I decided
to live on campus and get involved. It changed my life.”
DeWitt is from Arlington, Tenn. He will receive his master’s degree in
accounting in May before entering law school this fall.
In addition to the Memphis-area commercials, students from Middle
Tennessee are being featured on Nashville television stations.
Bonnin notes that the commercials were all produced in-house with
videographer Marty Deull handling the filming and editing.
The campaign has been successful as the U of M continues to
experience record enrollment. Bonnin is quick to spread the credit.
“The commercials are certainly raising our visibility, and they have
generated a lot of buzz, but there are a lot of other factors at work, including
the tireless efforts of our recruitment and admissions staff,” she said.
Wright’s catchy tune was recorded by the U of M’s Sound Fuzion last
spring and it serves as the audio track for the commercials. They will go
8
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Honey Scheidt, who along with her husband, Rudi, endowed the Rudi E.
Scheidt School of Music, will be one of 100 women honored during the
“100 Years, 100 Women” event April 27 at the U of M Holiday Inn.

100 women who impacted University
to be honored during April event
Thousands of women have made a difference in the history of the
University of Memphis.
To celebrate these women, the Center for Research on Women (CROW)
is partnering with African and African-American Studies and the Department
of History to honor 100 women from the U of M’s first 100 years.
The event, “100 Years, 100 Women,” will be held on April 27 at 7 p.m.
in the U of M Holiday Inn. In addition to the Centennial Celebration of the
University, CROW is celebrating its 30th anniversary.
“I think it’s really good to step back and look at the vital role women have
played in the U of M’s history,” said Beverly Bond, director of the College of
Arts and Sciences‘ African and African-American Studies program.
The honoree list ranges from current and former faculty members, to
former students, alumni and U of M benefactors.
Sara Shelton Thatcher (BA ’99, MBA ’01) will be honored at the event.
Thatcher served as chair in 1999 for the inaugural committee for Up ‘til Dawn.
“Up ‘til Dawn was one of the most exciting things I participated in while
at Memphis,” Thatcher said. “To have gone from (what it was at the start)
to what it is today, it’s exciting to have been a part of it.”
The program, which has raised more than $28 million for St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital, started at the U of M and has grown to a
national event at about 250 college campuses across the United States.
Another honoree, Honey Scheidt, said, “It’s so exciting being a part of
this University. I didn’t go here, but I think it’s wonderful to be a part of the
list of honorees and to be chosen.”
Scheidt and her husband, Rudi E. Scheidt, endowed the U of M’s
School of Music in 2000. She also helped to establish the University’s
Institute of Egyptian Art and Archaeology and, in honor of her late mother,
the Dorothy Kayser Hohenberg Chair of Excellence in Art History.
“We could have easily recognized 1,000,” said Janann Sherman,
professor and chair of history.
Tickets are $60 per person and are available at www.memphis.
edu/100women. — by Laura Fenton
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

David Alan Clark discusses the process of creating the bronze tiger sculpture with Patty Bladon, a member of the Tiger Sculpture Committee, near the Alumni Mall
where the statue will be unveiled April 20.

Centennial Reunion
Weekend coming this month
This is a soiree you don’t want to miss.
From April 20-22, the University of Memphis
will host a Centennial Reunion Weekend that
is open to the thousands of U of M alumni,
faculty, staff and students from around the
world. Parties, a carnival and the unveiling of a
historic campus sculpture are just the beginning
of the dozens of events scheduled.
“The Alumni Association encourages all
alumni to return to the campus, walk the
beautiful grounds, see how we’ve grown
during the past decades and visit with former
classmates and friends,” said Tammy Hedges,
executive director of the Alumni Association and
director of Alumni Constituent Relations. “You
never know who you might bump into!”
A highlight of the weekend will be on April
20 with the unveiling of a bronze tiger sculpture
based on live U of M mascot TOM. The life-size
tiger will be located on the west side of the
University Center. The University community is
invited to attend the 1 p.m. ceremony.
Created by noted sculptor David Alan Clark, the
1,000-pound artwork is a mixture of attributes from
all three TOMs. It will stand on an inclined surface and
symbolize the value of obtaining a college degree.
“There are very few major universities that
do not have a mascot on campus already,”
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

said Clark, who also created the Tom Lee Park
bronze rescue-scene statue on the Memphis
riverfront. “I am always grateful for the trust that
is placed in me to do these commissions.”
Inside the statue’s base will be a time capsule
filled with items representing the University’s
Centennial year. Faculty, staff and students
submitted ideas for items to go in the capsule,
such as commencement programs and athletic
memorabilia. A plaque on the outside will reveal
the date when the capsule will be opened. The
sculpture is funded entirely by private gifts.
Other Reunion Weekend events include
concerts; the Spring Opera by the Scheidt School
of Music; Faculty Convocation; a College of
Education, Health and Human Sciences’ open
house; a Loewenberg School of Nursing alumni
reception; and “Blue Moon Masquerade” on the
Madison Hotel Rooftop hosted by the Young
Alumni Council.
One of the most visible on-campus events
will occur April 21. The Student Activities
Council (SAC) will hold a Spring Fling
Centennial Carnival on the Alumni Mall and
Student Plaza for alumni, faculty, staff and
students and their families. Complete with rides,
food booths, games, a petting zoo and roving
carnival acts, it will be one of the largest spring
events SAC has ever hosted.
“We’re taking it up about five notches for this
Centennial Reunion Weekend,” said Angela

Norwood, coordinator of SAC, which has hosted
similar events the past 10 years.
In conjunction with Reunion Weekend,
the Department of Anthropology will host a
weekend of events celebrating the program’s
35th anniversary.
“Our celebration is mainly to honor the
achievements of our alumni who are renowned
for improving people’s quality of life in this
region and in the world,” said Dr. Ruthbeth
Finerman, anthropology professor and
department chair. “We have alumni in Australia,
Serbia, Canada and all over the country, and
we’re hoping some of them are coming back
into town for this. We’re hoping to have a big
reunion.”
The department will host the Anthropology
Anniversary Gala Dinner at The Peabody Hotel
in downtown Memphis on the evening of
April 21. Guests are invited to bid at the silent
auction, taste worldly flavors from the Moroccan
feast and watch a tribal dance exhibition. Tickets
for the gala can be purchased by contacting
Finerman at 901/678-3334.
Detailed event information on Reunion
Weekend as well as all Centennial events can
be found at www.memphis.edu/centennial/
events.php. To read more about the bronze tiger
sculpture, visit www.memphis.edu/magazine/
issues/fall11/newsbits/prowl.php.
— by Laura Fenton
SP R I NG 2012
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Planting the seeds for a
more sustainable campus
Green initiatives are blossoming at
universities across the nation, and the University
of Memphis is no exception. The University
initiates a variety of green projects each year,
and a small portion of students’ tuition goes
toward making those green initiatives a reality.
At the start of each semester, students are
assessed a $10 Sustainable Campus Fee, also
known as the Green Fee. With more than 22,000
students enrolled at the University, the small fee
adds up to about $360,000 per year. Initiated by
U of M students in 2007, the fee funds various
green projects that are selected by the Sustainable
Campus Fee Committee, which is comprised of
students, faculty and administration. This year it is
funding 12 green initiatives.
The U of M students who initiated the Green
Fee requested that a portion of the money
collected go toward developing a program that
gives students the opportunity to learn more
about green initiatives through internships that
are relevant to students’ majors.
“The Green Internship Program is a huge
opportunity for community engagement,”
said Kathy Tuberville, coordinator of Academic
Internships. Green interns are paired with either
campus or community supervisors and receive
“hands-on” experience with sustainability projects.
Internship opportunities are offered at
on-campus locations such as the Campus
School, but also in the Memphis community
at locations such as International Paper, the
Memphis Zoo and the Memphis Botanical
Gardens. Thirteen students finished the inaugural
Green Internship program in spring of 2011.
Tuberville said that employers participating
in the Green Internship Program also have the
10
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Above, student organizations pledge to keep
clean one street in the surrounding U of M
neighborhood for a semester. At left, U of M
student Shana Guy interned at GrowMemphis as
part of a Green Internship program funded by the
Sustainable Campus Fee.

opportunity to “see student talent at work,”
which may eventually lead to permanent
jobs. She said, too, that the program has the
potential to “make the community stronger by
everyone working together.”
“It’s a win-win situation,” she said.
Another project funded by the fee links the
University with the surrounding community.
Each semester, U of M students representing
organizations such as Greek fraternities, honors
societies and religious groups participate in the
Green Fee-funded “Adopt-a-Street” program.
Students dedicate selected Saturday mornings
to cleanup the area between Patterson and
Highland streets.
Each participating organization is assigned a
street and sidewalk to clean. That organization
is responsible for at least two cleanings and one
beautification project each semester. Supplies

needed for the cleanup, such as trash bags,
are provided as a result of the fee.
“The program has great benefits for
organizations that participate because they
get a lot of experience with teamwork and
leadership,” said “Adopt-a-Street” coordinator
Laura Meyer, a second-year medical anthropology graduate student. “They learn the value
of civic responsibility and taking pride in their
University’s community.”
Meyer hopes that the Adopt-a-Street program
will ultimately “create a sense of place in the
University West district.”
Besides the Adopt-a-Street and Green
Internship Programs, other green initiatives
are underway at the U of M. Public service
announcements that promote sustainability
air on the University’s WUMR 91.7 jazz radio
station. The University’s vehicles are being
replaced by models that are more efficient.
The Tiger Blue Goes Green event each fall
showcases the University’s and community’s
environmental initiatives. The “TIGUrS”
Garden is a demonstration urban garden that
exemplifies both environmental and economic
sustainability while the off-campus Chucalissa
Museum site is home to a sustainable
traditional medicinal plant sanctuary.
With more and more green initiatives
developing on campus, the future is greener
than ever at the University. Visit www.memphis.
edu/bluegoesgreen for more information about
the Green Fee initiatives. — by John Stevenson
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

A legacy gift made a generation
ago is making the education of
these students possible.

To let us know of your intention to include the U of M in your
estate planning, or for information on how to do so, contact:
Dan H. Murrell, CFRE, Director of Planned Giving
Phone 901.678.2732 • Email dan.murrell@memphis.edu
319 Administration Bldg. • Memphis, TN 38152
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SPORTS BITS

R.C. Johnson and his wife, Melba, at a recent Tiger basketball game. Johnson will retire in June after a
long run as U of M athletic director.

Johnson leaves lasting impact on U of M athletics
University of Memphis athletic director R.C.
Johnson recalls his first trip to Memphis as a
“crazy” affair, one wrought with national media
coverage and a zoo-like atmosphere. And no, it
had nothing to do with sports.
Johnson was a relatively unknown associate
athletic director at Northern Iowa in 1977 when
Memphis’ most famous citizen, Elvis Presley,
died. Johnson promptly loaded his car, made
the 610-mile road trip to Memphis by himself
and then stood in line for several hours in the
blazing August sun to pay tribute to Presley.
“I wish I knew those guys (Priscilla Presley
and Jack Soden) then because I had to stand
at the back of the line,” Johnson recalls with a
smile.
No doubt things would be different today.
As the U of M’s athletic director for the past 16
years, Johnson has become one of Memphis’
most recognizable and influential figures, at
times carving out his own rock-star status
with moments like the hiring of John Calipari
in 2000 and the school’s recent BIG EAST
invitation. He is set to retire June 30.
“It has gone by fast,” Johnson said of his
tenure at the U of M. “I came here with the
intention of only being here a short time and
ending up in the Big Ten, where I started. But
12

SP R I NG 2012

somewhere along the line, Melba (his wife)
and I became Memphians.”
When Johnson arrived at the University in
1996, the athletics program was teetering.
Training facilities on the Park Avenue Campus
(formerly South Campus) had become
rusty, antiquated. Athletes were carrying low
grade-point averages and weren’t graduating,
something opposing coaches were using in
their recruitment arsenal against the Tigers.
Community and corporate involvement in
the program was waning. That all changed,
though, with the hiring of Johnson, according to
longtime U of M philanthropist Mike Rose.
“He brought professionalism to the AD’s
office, something that didn’t exist before in my
experiences,” said Rose. “He brought the ability
to connect to the business community in a way
that had never been done before. The athletic
department was raising $1 million a year before
R.C. Now it is at $7.5 million. You can see his
worth.”
Those dollars generated under Johnson’s
campaign efforts have transformed the aging
Park Avenue Campus into a wonderland of
sorts. The U of M has added the Frank Flautt
Golf Center, FedExPark baseball stadium and
a state-of-the-art softball complex in the past

five years. Football practice facilities continue to
dramatically improve, quickly becoming on par
with mentor schools.
“What was most rewarding to me was that
we were able to accomplish those things
basically through the private sector,” Johnson
said. “The Mike Roses and Fred Smiths of the
world helped us get started, helped get the
community involved. This came at a time when
money from Nashville was going down.”
Academics, too, became a focal point with
Johnson’s 2002 hiring of Dr. Joseph Luckey, a
then up-and-coming athletic academic advising
administrator. With Luckey in place, student
athletes began to graduate at a record pace;
this past fall, athletes set a school record with
a combined 3.1 grade-point average.
“I never thought we would hit that,” said
Johnson. “That was phenomenal. We have
gone from not talking about academics with
recruits to telling them about our academic
advising program, our grade-point average,
the honors our teams have achieved.”
Rose points to Johnson’s hiring of Calipari
and the invitation by the BIG EAST as the AD’s
finest moments. “The hiring brought Memphis
basketball back to national prominence,” Rose
said. “Getting into the BIG EAST, that has
changed the future of the University’s sports.”
Johnson said while he has no one favorite
moment, the five bowl games, the trip to the
NCAA basketball finals in 2008 and having
people “buy into the program” stand out.
Those people include Priscilla Presley, who
has funded two scholarships at the University
and someone who the Johnsons consider a
close friend. Priscilla has hosted the Johnsons
at Graceland, and even served as an honorary
U of M athletic director for a day. Johnson’s
office was decorated by Graceland personnel,
and includes a guitar that Elvis once played
as well as Gold Records and other Elvis
memorabilia.
Though a much shorter trip than in 1977,
Johnson still visits Graceland. On Sundays,
he and his wife go to church, Starbucks and
Gibson’s Donuts before their final destination,
Graceland, where Johnson said he signs the
wall in front of the mansion during each visit.
He even has a Graceland employee card.
“If things don’t work out for me after
retirement, I might just drive a tour bus,” he
said with a laugh.
Johnson said he and Melba plan on
remaining in Memphis after he retires.
“I plan to keep going to Tiger games, but I
won’t hover.” — by Greg Russell
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

RHONDA COSENTINO

and scored a goal against Bradley after losing
one of his shoes. A video of the goal would
later go viral.
“I play every game as hard as I can,” said
Sherrod. “And I owe a lot to my teammates.”
Sherrod said he was honored to be a semifinalist
for the Hermann Trophy, awarded to the top
college player by the Missouri Athletic Club.
“The Hermann Award is a little like the Heisman
Trophy, so it was a great honor,” he said.
So what does Sherrod plan for footwear the
upcoming year?
“I just ordered a bright blue pair of Vapors,”
he said with a smile. — by Greg Russell

Point your QR code
reader here or
visit Memphis Tiger
Vision at www.
gotigersgo.com/
allaccess to see a
promotional video
about Sherrod.

Mark Sherrod, who will be a junior this fall on the U of M soccer team, will enter the season as one of the
nation’s top players. Included in his arsenal is a wide array of colorful cleats.

All-American Sherrod’s feats are all about the feet
On campus, University of Memphis
sophomore Mark Sherrod is a mostly
unassuming sort of guy. No flashy clothes,
nothing special about the 2001 Jeep he drives
and he rarely garners a glimpse from students
passing him on the way to class. “I am just a
down-to-earth guy,” Sherrod will tell you.
But then there are the shoes. Purple ones,
pink ones, blue ones, black ones. Open his
locker on the Park Avenue campus and any
color of the rainbow might spring out.
Not that Sherrod, a striker on the U of M
men’s soccer team, needs any added attention
while he is on the pitch. After being selected as
a semifinalist for national Player of the Year this
past season, he will enter his junior year this fall
as one of the nation’s top players.
“If Mark was an American footballer, he
couldn’t walk across campus,” says U of M
men’s head soccer coach Richie Grant. “He
would be absolutely mobbed.”
Sherrod finished the 2011 campaign tied for
second in the nation in goals scored. He broke
the Tigers’ single-season record for putting the
ball in the net with 19. He was also C-USA
Player of the Year, and earned the program’s
second-only All-America nod post season.
Sherrod also earned five different national
player-of-the-week recognitions, including
Disney Soccer/NSCAA Player of the Week for
Oct. 10-16, and College Soccer News National
Player of the Week for Oct. 24-30.
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

“The shoes, I guess they kind of make me
flashy,” said Sherrod of his cleats.
The civil engineering major joined U of M
women soccer players Lizzy Simonin, Elise
Kuhar-Pitters and Christabel Oduro on AllAmerican lists. Simonin, a senior, was the only
one to capture first team honors.
Dayton O’Brien, who prepped at Evangelical
Christian School in Memphis, was the program’s
only other All-American, in 2005.
Sherrod came to Memphis by way of Carter
High School in Knoxville. With a 6-3, 185-pound
frame, he has a distinct advantage over others.
“My size is a huge part of my success,” he
said. “I can out-jump others on offense so it
helps me with headers in the air. It also helps
me barricade myself and hold off other players
when I have the ball.
“I also have the ability to use my right foot
and my left foot equally,” he added.
Which, Grant says, makes him unique.
“Mark can score with his left foot, he can
score with his right foot. He can come at you
so many ways offensively,” said Grant. “He is a
sharp lad, too. He doesn’t let the success go to
his head, and is coping well with being a little
more recognizable.”
Sherrod had a breakout season this past
year. He suffered through what he termed “a
horrible” season his freshman year, mustering
just four goals on the season.
But this past year, he recorded back-to-back
hat-tricks against Nebraska-Omaha and Tulsa,

Sports Briefs
The U of M’s women’s basketball team set a
milestone this winter that few others have ever
seen. With a 61-54 victory over Central Florida
Feb. 18, the program became only the 38th in
NCAA women’s basketball history to record 700
wins. The team recorded 22 wins in the regular
season, the most since the 1998-99 campaign.
The men’s tennis team, off to its best start
since 1977 with a 6-0 mark, recorded victories
over No. 13 Tennessee and No. 47 Vanderbilt
in garnering a No. 33 ranking of its own at press
time. Sophomore David O’Hare, the Tigers’ No.
1 singles player, earned a wildcard invite to play
in the Regions Morgan Keegan Championship
in February.
Memphis native and Arkansas transfer
Will Pearson joined the Tiger golf team to
bolster a strong squad that won the Wolfpack
Intercollegiate in the fall. Pearson, who prepped
at Evangelical Christian School, had two Top-20
finishes for the Razorbacks. “He was a starter
for a Top 20 team last year and brings a great
deal of experience since he has competed in
the NCAA championship,” said head coach
Grant Robinson.
U of M senior golfer Marissa Steen enters the
Tigers’ spring season on Golf World’s 2011-12
50 Women’s College Golfers to Watch List.
Steen was runner-up at last spring’s C-USA
conference tournament. She has recorded five
individual tournament wins during her career.
SP R I NG 2012
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READY to EARN his
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U of M football has struggled as of late, but new football coach Justin Fuente
has a proven way of battling through adversity.

STRIPEs
BY GREG RUSSELL
The football sailed perfectly into the
receiver’s hands — not once, but time and
time again. For the young passer, at least
in his mind, this was the worst possible
scenario. Whether he liked it or not, Justin
Fuente had just earned himself a job as
quarterback.
“I didn’t want to play the position. I didn’t
like the role,” says Fuente, new University of
Memphis head football coach. “I wanted to
play tight end, maybe defensive end.”
“Justin was a rough and tumble kind of
guy — he was always roughing and tumbling
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

around the neighborhood with the older kids,”
recalls his dad, Jim Fuente. “He wanted to
play something more physical, like defensive
lineman, but definitely not quarterback.”
Fate, though, has a funny way of snatching one
dream in midair and replacing it with another.
Fuente, as a sixth-grader, was helping
his team’s quarterback warm up during the
first-ever padded football practice of his life.
Only problem, as he tossed the ball back to
the quarterback, coaches observed that his
passes seemed effortless, accurate, certainly
more on target than anyone else’s on the team.

The wrong place at the wrong time for a player
wanting to play side-opposite the offense?
In the grand scheme of things, “No,” says
Justin. As records began to fall, first at Tulsa’s
Union High School and then at Murray State,
the young quarterback began to cherish the
leadership role he backed into, a role that
would define his future.
Formula for success
Jim Fuente is driving home from his job in
Tulsa, Okla., to suburban Broken Arrow when
he recalls, with a chuckle, Justin’s earliest
foray into football.
SP R I NG 2012

15

New University of Memphis football coach Justin Fuente comes to Memphis by way of Texas Christian University, where he was credited for the Horned Frogs’
high-powered offense that consistently put the team in the Top 25 and won the 2011 Rose Bowl. (Middle) Fuente with his 4-year-old daughter, Cecilia.
(Right) A young Fuente with high school coach and mentor Bill Blankenship, who is now head coach at Tulsa.

“I held him out in fifth grade, you know,
because of all the contact,” Jim says. “I
thought sixth grade was too early, too, but he
finally talked me into it. I think that was the
best day of his life.”
Depending on what happens in the next
few years, Tiger Nation may want to send Mr.
Fuente a big “thank you” for finally relenting.
Fuente is charged with doing what many
before him have failed to do: produce a
consistently winning Tiger football product.
With Memphis headed to the BIG EAST
Conference in 2013, the role has become
even more magnified since he took the job
in early December. Those who first watched
Fuente blossom into a prolific quarterback
and then excel as an assistant coach believe
Memphis hired the right man.
“To get a measure of Justin, I think
you just have to look what he has done in
the past,” says his high school coach, Bill
Blankenship, now the head coach at C-USA
rival Tulsa. “Everything he’s done, he’s been
a success at. From a college football star at
Murray State to his coaching job at Texas
Christian, he’s done it all at a high level.
“He is a fine person, too, someone you can
trust to do the best job he can do. I have three
16
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sons, but I consider him my fourth. That’s
how much I think of him.”
Says Jim, “You won’t find anyone who is
as competitive as Justin is. He really understands the business part of it, too. I think you
have to be proud of the recruiting job he did
with so little time.”
Fuente signed a 27-member class on
national signing day Feb. 1, heavy on
defensive backs, offensive linemen and tight
ends. The list also revealed three of Fuente’s
strategic recruitment areas: Texas, Florida
and Memphis.
“Coming into this program, there wasn’t
an area that didn’t need to be addressed,”
Fuente says. “I am tickled to death to sign
these kids. I feel like they are going to represent us well.”
Included on the list was Coral Springs
(Fla.) High defensive back Dion Witty, a
player coveted by four Big Ten schools
including Purdue. Also signing were quarterbacks Paxton Lynch of Deltona, Fla., and
Will Gross of Memphis Melrose. They’ll join
last year’s starter, Taylor Reed, as well as
Texas Tech transfer Jacob Karam in a battle
for signal caller.

“We’ll be a quarterback-driven offense,”
Fuente says. “Leadership ability will play
an important role in who our quarterback is.
Look at the NFL. Teams spend millions of
dollars on quarterbacks who can’t play. They
have all the physical attributes, but they are
not very good — it’s a hard thing to figure out.
I will spend a lot of time with our quarterbacks just talking to them (to see what’s in
their heads).”
There might even be a Rob Gronkowskitype twist to the offense. Fuente signed
highly regarded tight ends Kerwin Harrison
of Lakeland, Fla., and Daniel Montiel of
Arlington, Texas.
“I see that as a position that enables you
to manipulate the defense,” Fuente says. “It
gives the offense multiple looks. I envision
down the road that we will use multiple tight
ends in multiple sets. It’s a big part of the
future of what we’ll do offensively.”
Winning at Memphis won’t be easy, an
“uphill battle” as his father terms it. The
Tigers have won only three games the past
two seasons. Attendance has dwindled.
“But Justin is confident he can win there,”
Jim says.
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Fuente has promised an open-door policy and has plans to draw the community back into the program. Above, he visits with U of M business and finance vice
president David Zettergren, Law School professor Larry Pivnick and Lambuth Campus and University College dean Dan Lattimore.

Fortunately for the Tigers, Fuente knows a
little something about fighting through adversity.
Out of high school, he signed with the
Oklahoma Sooners, and despite breaking an
OU record for touchdown passes as a freshman, he found Norman wasn’t the place for
him as the team struggled his sophomore season in 1997, a year he went 2-3 as a starter.
“When I left OU, it was absolutely a tough
time,” Fuente says. “I didn’t really want to
leave. My high school friends went there. It
was only two hours from my home. I knew a lot
of people there, but it wasn’t a good situation.”
“Oklahoma was his ‘dream team,’ but by his
second year he had become the lightning rod
at OU,” says Blankenship. “It was a low point
in his career. He was shouldering more than
his fair share of the blame for the team’s woes.”
After much soul searching, Fuente made
a move to a smaller, lower profile school in
Kentucky.
“Going to Murray State was the best
thing I ever did,” says Fuente. “It forced me
to become a grownup, it forced me to step
outside myself and socialize. I had never
matured in that way before.”
He didn’t do too badly on the football field,
either. Fuente set 11 school records and was
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

named Ohio Valley Conference offensive play
of the year in 1999. He was a finalist, too, for
the Walter Payton Award for Division 1t-AA
national player of the year.
Fuente spent six seasons at Illinois State
as an assistant coach before joining TCU as
the running backs coach in 2007. He soon
became offensive coordinator, known for
innovative play-calling for a team that consistently found its way into the Top 25.
Right time at the right place
Destiny, like it had years earlier when
he was a burly sixth-grader in Oklahoma,
seemed to find its way back into Fuente’s
life last December. After interviewing for
the Memphis job and sure he wasn’t going
to get it, he began writing thank-you notes
to the search committee and even called
his dad to let him know that someone else
had gotten the job. But a few hours later,
Fuente, having “greatly impressed” a couple
of Memphis’ biggest supporters, emerged as
the leading candidate. Not having seen the
Tigers’ facilities, he asked if he could visit
Memphis before accepting. He flew in and
was impressed by what Memphis had to offer.
He accepted hours later.

Fuente is steadfast in his belief Memphis
can field a winner. He says fans will return
with a winning product on the field.
“I do know the people here are ready to
commit the resources to make it happen,”
he says. “We have the financial support and
facility support is on the way.
“Fans, they will come back. They are
hungry for success. It may take a little time,
but we will give them that.”

Point your QR code reader here
to visit Memphis Tiger Vision at
www.gotigersgo.com/allaccess
to see a video of Justin Fuente’s
introductory news conference.
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Walkin’ in

Memphis

Jimmy Ogle likes to set the record straight:
he is not a history teacher. “I’m a history presenter,” he declares. “Definitely an adventurer.”
By day, Ogle is community engagement
manager for the Riverfront Development
Corp. He works on projects such as Beale
Street Landing and American Queen steamboat cruises. His goal is to cultivate grassroots activities along the riverfront.
Ogle, though, is better known for his
manhole cover and history tours of downtown
Memphis.
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(For the record, there are about 2,000
manhole covers. They come in three shapes
and have seven different usages.) Scouring
the streets for manhole covers sounds a little
quirky, but there’s an infinite amount of history that can be gleaned from them. (Did you
know 100 years ago there were two competing
telephone companies in Memphis: Western
Union and Continental?)
“Everything fascinates me,” Ogle explains.
“I notice things — manhole covers, sidewalk
stamps, street signs.”

BY GABRIELLE MAXEY

His 15 unique lunchtime tours average
four blocks, and might take in anything from
Confederate Park, Cotton Row, Beale Street
or Court Square. For the more adventurous —
or athletic — Ogle’s Saturday Super Tours of
downtown run about three hours, with routes
from Civic Center to the Pinch District or
along the Trolley Loop.
Other tours may cover only a particular
street, such as Adams, Madison or Monroe.
Last year Ogle (BSEd ’80) led his inaugural
tour of November 6th Street — which he
notes is “more of an alley.” It was named
for the date Memphis voted to join the

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

University of Memphis alumnus Jimmy Ogle knows how to walk the walk
and talk the talk when it comes to Memphis’ colorful history.
Tennessee Valley Authority in 1934. Sporting
his signature blue sweater vest and bow tie,
Ogle climbed on top of a large flower planter
on Main Street to point out sights during the
tour, which covered 17 blocks through 27
turns. “It was supposed to be a 90-minute
tour,” he recalls. “I started with 114 people.
Three hours later 85 people were still there.”
During the U of M’s centennial celebration,
Ogle is presenting a series of “Know Your
Neighborhood” programs on the history of
the University area. The lectures and walks
cover everything from the history of the six
University-area neighborhood districts to its
13 churches.
With unbridled enthusiasm, Ogle will stop
traffic on Walker Avenue to snap a picture
of a square manhole cover. He can rattle off

W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

the exact number of crape myrtle trees along
the railroad tracks and points out his favorite
fire hydrant — one painted bright red with a
Dalmatian at Patterson and Watauga.
He is exhaustive in his research. When
Tom Mendina, formerly with the University
Libraries, approached him about the
University neighborhood series, Ogle spent
four weekends driving around the area and
taking 1,500 photos. He has read more than
300 books on the Memphis area and its history.
Ogle’s connections with the U of M don’t
stop with talks and walks. He’s the sideline
clock operator for Tiger home basketball
games (an “adrenaline rush”) and keeps radio
statistics for Tiger football.
At one point he decided the only angle he
hadn’t viewed Memphis from was from underneath. He climbed into the Gayoso Bayou and
walked from St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital to FedExForum, an expedition that
ended up taking five-and-a-half hours. “I took
some wrong turns,” he explains. “I came out
of a manhole — luckily in a sidewalk, not in
the street.”

A self-described urban historian, Ogle
never misses an opportunity to learn. “It’s
better not to be a know-it-all and open up
your ears and listen,” he says. He often
picks up new facts or clues from comments
made during a presentation. People often
give him items, which inspire him to delve
further into the lore of the Bluff City. After a
recent lecture, a woman handed Ogle several
books, including Settlers of Shelby County
and Adjoining Counties and Metropolis of the
American Nile: A History of Memphis. He also
received a church pamphlet, which described
how President Abraham Lincoln was convinced to order occupying federal troops out
of Second Presbyterian Church during the
Civil War.
Of all the areas of Memphis, downtown is
Ogle’s favorite. “Downtown is the real identity
of any city,” he says. “It’s usually the oldest
part, it’s usually on a river. There are plazas,
waterfront views, historical street markers,
tall buildings.”
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He said the city has done a good job resurrecting its downtown since the late 1970s,
including the revitalization of The Orpheum
and The Peabody Hotel. “In 1979 there were
more people

living in jail than residentially downtown,”
he says.
Interest in Ogle’s downtown walking
tours and lectures spiked during last
year’s Mississippi River flood. He took
it upon himself to refute what he calls
the national media’s exaggeration of the
flood’s impact. “For five nights I stood
on Riverside Drive between Beale and
Union and barked like a street preacher,”
he recalls. “I talked about the flags, settlers,
bridges, river traffic, industry, the flood, high
and low water marks. In truth, only 500 people were affected. Diane Sawyer was standing
on Beale Street in water up to her ankles.”
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Ogle’s professional background has
provided him with plenty of opportunities
to absorb Memphis history. He started as a
recreational specialist at the Memphis Park
Commission and ended his tenure there as
deputy director, overseeing such city-owned
facilities as the Memphis Zoo, Liberty
Bowl Memorial Stadium, Memphis
Pink Palace Museum and
Memphis Botanic Garden.
Ogle spent eight years
as general manager
of Mud Island then
held the same
position for the
Memphis Queen
Line. He also
served as director
of operations for
the Memphis Rock
‘n’ Soul Museum, where
he created the first Gibson
Guitar Factory tours.
“Jimmy has woven himself
into the fabric of Memphis, first as
a life-long student of its history and

now as a keeper and teller of that history,”
says Benny Lendermon, president of the
Riverfront Development Corp (RDC). “The good
news is that

tomorrow’s history is being created today and Jimmy loves
being in the middle of all
this activity. What Jimmy
brings to the RDC is
his unique ability to
tell the story of the
development of the
Memphis riverfront
from a historical
perspective with all
the enthusiasm of an
eyewitness. He genuinely connects with a
wide variety of people
and loves sharing his
knowledge about Memphis
with them.”
The 59-year-old’s energy
is boundless. Last year Ogle, who
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

is chair of the Shelby County Historical
Commission, gave 280 talks and tours. One
day might have him giving a presentation to
35 senior citizens at a retirement community
or to the Sons of Confederate Veterans; the
next day he might be talking to a room full of
elementary school students. Once Ogle was
expecting to speak to a third-grade class, but
instead came face-to-face with a group of
3-year-olds. “You go slowly,” he says of the
experience. “I talked about bridges, the
river, pyramids and how you can spell
Mississippi with four letters.”
Luckily, Ogle has a remarkable
talent for accurately recalling names,
dates, faces and places. That ability
serves him well in another of his roles
— portraying a “resident” of Elmwood
Cemetery during its Costume Twilight
Tour held each October. Performers must
memorize a seven-minute script and repeat
it 25 to 30 times a night. Ogle’s
characters have included
Avery Warner,
engineer of the
Cannonball

Express
(the
train that
took Casey
Jones to his
death), and Lloyd
Binford, head of the
infamous Memphis Censor Board.
“I like the discipline of memorizing a script,”
Ogle says.
Ogle also is passionate about preserving
the history that so fascinates him. As a member of Citizens to Preserve Overton Park, he
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was a key force in the fight to save 127 acres
of old-growth forest in the park from future
intrusive development. In fact, he made a
presentation to a mayor’s study committee in
which he portrayed the park. “Overton Park’s
pedigree is Central Park in New York,” he
points out. “The golf course is the second oldest municipal course in the country.”
Ogle may be one of the few residents of
Memphis who actually likes the railroad,
which many find a nuisance for causing
traffic delays. “In 1857 the Memphis and
Charleston Railroad was the first to
connect the Atlantic Ocean with the
Mississippi River, 784 miles away,”
he points out. “We’re in its way,
not the other way around.”
Memphis is not an all-American
city, Ogle claims. “But we are the
American story. If you slice us
open, you find explorers, the Civil
War, civil rights, music, medicine, agriculture, and
entrepreneurs
for the first

selfservice
grocery
store,
franchise
roadside
lodging,
package
delivery by air
and miracles like
St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital.”
It’s a city founded on the river, built on
cotton, and who better to spin its stories than
this urban adventurer? “I’m like Forrest
Gump,” says Ogle. “Good things happen to
me. People give me things about history. My
eyes are wide open.”

U of M alumnus Jimmy Ogle, community
engagement manager for the Riverfront
Development Corp., may be better known for
doing hundreds of lectures and walking tours
of Memphis each year. Clockwise, from left, the
urban historian: makes a point during a “Know
Your Neighborhood” tour around the University
area; portrays a “resident” of Elmwood Cemetery
during its Costume Twilight Tours each October;
takes note of a U of M historical marker; engages
visitors on a trolley tour; and leads a walking tour
of downtown Memphis.

Point your QR code
reader here to visit
www.jimmyogle.com
to learn more
about Jim Ogle’s
walking tours.
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At first glance, Arun Jambulapati might look like any other
University of Memphis student, being unnoticeably average in height
with wispy hairs of a developing mustache atop his upper lip.
He usually sits in the front row, occasionally doodling in his
notebook. Though soft-spoken and reserved in social situations, he is
confident when responding to questions posed by his professors.
Arun is 13 years old. A junior at the U of M majoring in mathematical sciences and economics, he is believed to be the youngest student
ever enrolled at the University.
“It wasn’t very bad,” Arun says, referring to his first college algebra
course, which he took when he was 10 years old. His mother shuttled
him between the U of M campus and his traditional classes at Cordova
Middle School each day for the 8 a.m. course.
He quit middle school at age 11 because the courses didn’t intellectually stimulate him.

FINDING HIS PLACE
“He used to get into trouble with the teachers,” says Arun’s father,
V.J. Jambulapati. “For example, in third grade the teacher was still
teaching him the clocks — the hour and minute hand. He says, ‘I’m
not going to do it.’ He says, ‘I did this when I was 2 years old.’”
22
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At age 1, Arun recited numbers in English, Latin, Spanish and
Telegu, the first language of his Indian parents.
Arun says his ability to remember a chain of numbers is nothing
miraculous, adding that he thinks he has a photographic memory.
“That’s not special. A computer could do that,” he says, looking
down while fidgeting with his mother’s iPhone ear buds and impatiently
tapping his foot.
His father, however, talks extensively about Arun’s gift, but says he
tries not to make a big deal of it.
“He has been like that ever since he was born,” V.J. says. “We don’t
treat him any more special. In our family, it is expected. He is hitting a
milestone, that’s all. He has to excel.”
“Excel” could be considered an understatement of Arun’s academic
performance in grade school.
He knew multiplication at age 2, before he could read. When others
were decorating their folders with baseballs and dinosaurs in second
grade, Arun wrote the chemical equation for penicillin, something he
was fascinated by at the time.
“People are born gifted,” V.J. says. “He was suffering when he
was in middle school. He zoned out. He got into trouble. He was not
focused. When the bus dropped him off, he was dragging himself.”
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS
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Arun Jambulapati (right), a 13-year-old junior at the University of Memphis, plans to earn a PhD by age 18 and teach incoming freshmen. (Photo by Aaron Turner.)

So, after a tutor hired by Memphis City Schools fell short in motivating Arun and keeping his attention, the family turned to U of M Provost
Ralph Faudree, who taught Arun’s college algebra course in 2009.

SKIPPING AHEAD
With no high school diploma and a fifth-grade education, Arun initially
wasn’t allowed to fully matriculate. His high IQ persuaded Betty Huff,
vice provost of Enrollment Services, to allow Arun to become a concurrent
student, meaning Arun could earn credit but couldn’t seek a degree.
After earning an A in each of his courses, Arun was allowed to fully
enroll at age 10 in the spring of 2010.
“This was looked at very carefully,” Faudree says. “He was asked to
take specific courses — not just in science, which is his strength — to
make sure it was appropriate for him and that he would be capable of
going here.”
For safety purposes, administrators established stipulations for
Arun, including that his parents be on campus when he is in class.
“It shouldn’t be a normal thing,” Huff says of underage enrollment.
“The student has to have a certain maturity and a certain intellectual ability.
There are ages where you have to assess whether a student is too young.”
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Though Arun’s age and maturity level were deemed acceptable by
the U of M, other universities, including Harvard, Duke and Stanford,
declined his applications based on the same criteria, V.J. says.
“I was thinking universities would have some special program or
something, but really they don’t see these kind of kids often,” says. V.J.
Most universities require students to live on campus, but Arun is too
young to do so. He and his parents commute from a Memphis suburb
each day.

IN THE CLASSROOM
Arun says he plans to take his time and graduate in 2014. He did
not say what he wants to do after college.
“I have two years to think about it. I might go to graduate school, so
that is more time to think about it,” he says with a shrug of his shoulders.
His father, more forthcoming than Arun, says that he knows what
Arun’s post-college plans are.
“His goal is to finish his PhD by 18, and he wants to get tenure at a
university at 18 and he wants to be teaching incoming freshmen,” he
says, chuckling at the marked irony of such a scenario. “And, he is
serious. He loves teaching.”
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Jambulapati first entered the U of M at age 10. He is on schedule to graduate
next year at 14 years of age. American and British television producers have
approached Arun’s parents about doing a reality show about him, but they
have turned down all requests. (Photo by Jim Weber/Commercial Appeal.)

He’d say, ‘That’s not right. That should be this,’” Faudree says.
He notes that sometimes Arun walked around during tests, “to think
a bit.”
“He was still a 10-year-old kid, and that showed,” Faudree says.
“But, he was very active in class. It was kind of funny in a way. I ask
students a lot of questions, and he had his hand up every time. One of
my challenges was to make him feel good about asking questions, but
not let him be the only one to answer.”
Arun’s mom, Suchi Jambulapati, says advancing Arun to college was
a good decision.
“To be frank, people ask, ‘Do college kids misbehave with him in the
class?’ But seriously, we didn’t have that thinking. We didn’t have that
problem with the other kids talking bad stuff,” she says. “So far, we are
comfortable.”
Though Arun’s intelligence is beyond that of a 13-year-old, the
majority of his friends are his age. He doesn’t talk about college
classes with them, sticking to more age-appropriate activities including
Pokémon and video games.

A FAMILY IN TRANSITION
Faudree says that at age 10, Arun showed a skill many bright children don’t have — the ability to explain how to do a math problem and
be understood. However, students didn’t always adjust easily to having
such a young and talented kid in their class.
“Some students told me they didn’t think it was appropriate for him
to be in the class. It was a put down for them,” Faudree says. “That
was a very small minority, and it went away. As the semester went
along, students began to ask him questions.”
Classmates from Arun’s fall semester theory course say that his mannerisms and adolescent face drew attention to his age, but that none of
them knew he was not yet a teenager. Most say they assumed Arun was
a high school student — 16 or 17 at the most.
Zach Clark, economics senior, says Arun’s frequent responses to the
professor’s questions in the three classes they’ve had together gave
away his age.
“It seems like he isn’t really paying attention, and then he blurts out
something really confusing,” Clark says. “Sometimes it’s over my head.”
Faudree says that Arun was frank in class, something he attributes
to adolescence.
“Occasionally a teacher will make a mistake, and most students
would say, ‘Is that right?’ But Arun was much more blunt about that.
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Arun’s academic progress didn’t come without tough decisions by his
parents.
“My husband and I planned around our schedules to be on campus
with Arun,” Suchi says. “It’s tough, but I work from home now. Because
of him, I just quit. I couldn’t do it. I needed flexibility.”
V.J. quit his job altogether in order to bring Arun to campus.
“After working 16 years, I was ready for a change anyway. I’ll probably never go back to working,” he says. “In one way, we realize if we
don’t do it now, no matter what we do tomorrow, it won’t help. Arun
needs help. He needs guidance.”
Neither parent minds sacrificing for Arun, but neither denies the
challenges that come with parenting such a gifted child.
“It’s tough,” V.J. says, referring to making the decision of allowing
Arun to drop out of grade school.
When Arun turned 7, television producers began calling. Both
British and American producers have asked Arun to star in his own
reality show, but V.J. has told them he is not interested.
V.J. says that though he supports his son and will continue to do so,
he doesn’t want to shelter him, and that Arun will have to make and
learn from his own decisions in life.
“He has to figure it out. I cannot live for him his life,” V.J. says.
(Article adapted from Daily Helmsman story.)
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There’s no place like home.
Ask any college student who’s away from home for the first time.
College life is an adjustment for everyone. Those who come from out of
town face the added challenge of being away from family and friends.
While navigating college courses, an unfamiliar campus and a sea of
new faces, it’s not unusual for homesickness to strike. But many U of M
students have found a small way to make their new “home away from
home” feel more, well, homey — by bringing a piece of home along
with them.
Hunter Lang, a senior music business and piano performance major
from Jacksonville, Fla., brought a worry angel that his mother gave him
before he left for college. “It’s simple. It’s an angel inside a small clear
stone that I keep in my pocket and I try and filter all my worries into
it,” says Lang, a former Student Government Association president.
“I actually keep it in my pocket every day. It’s become more of a habit.
I more hang on to it because it’s my connection to home and less to
actually take my worries away. It’s been comforting to have.”
Lang had been attending college in Boston when he discovered the
U of M had a “superb” music school and decided to transfer. “It’s
really second to none,” he says. “What Rudi Scheidt has done for the
School of Music has just been spectacular.”
Alanna Rolli, president of Delta Zeta sorority, keeps a photo of her
grandparents nearby. “It reminds me of how close my whole family is,
and how those two people were the beginning of such an amazing journey,” says Rolli, a senior fashion merchandising and home furnishings
major from Keene, N.H. “Their love for each other is something that
every family member talks about and is something that all nine of their
children strive for.”
Ashley Durham, a senior journalism major from Adamsville, Tenn.,
never travels without a particular friend. “This is completely dorky. I
actually have a Sylvester stuffed animal that travels with me when I go
out of town,” says Durham, last year’s Miss Tennessee USA. “When
I’m at school, he has a specific spot on my bed. I have had him ever
since I can remember. My grandmother and mother have not only sewn
him up many times, but have had to go on emergency searches when I
misplaced him growing up. I bring him with me to remind me of home
and special times with my grandmother and mother.”
Shellie Epperson, a junior psychology major from Dyersburg, Tenn.,
doesn’t have to look far for a reminder of home and family. “I brought
my twin sister! She’s the biggest reminder of home that I have here,”
she says. Sarah, a pre-dental hygiene major, is identical to Shellie
except for her short, choppy hairstyle. “We’ve always been close.
We shared everything growing up,” says Shellie. When it was time to
choose a college, there was never any discussion of attending different
schools. The sisters share a duplex and even worked together in the
after-school program at St. George’s Independent School for a time.
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Hunter Lang, a music business and piano performance major from Jacksonville,
Fla., finds comfort in a worry angel he carries in his pocket. His mother gave
him the worry angel before leaving for college.

Having her sister nearby helped Shellie navigate life in a large city
like Memphis. “We shared a car for awhile. If a location wasn’t on
Poplar or Highland, we didn’t attempt to find it,” she says.
Deepthi Koolipara, a dentist who is pursuing a master’s degree in
public administration, brought along her mother’s sweater to fend off
homesickness. “She has a red fleece sweater which is so soft, just
like her heart,” says Koolipara, who is from Hyderabad, India. “My
mother is my best friend in this world. No one understands me like
she does. Her sweater always reminds me of the beautiful moments
we had together, the days we spent on weekends together. I remember
the words she said to me when I was leaving home: ‘Baby, do not give
up for any reason. What ever happens is for your good. Trust God and
work hard, you will reach your destiny.’ Whenever I feel homesick, I
just take the sweater into my hands, remember her words, and I can
feel the warmth of her touch and go to sleep.”
SP R I NG 2012

27

Misbah Razmi brought many things to the
U of M to remind her of her home in Pune,
India: pictures, photo frames, figurines, jewelry and traditional clothes. But the item that
is the most special to her is a handi, a kitchen
utensil her mother used to make rice. “It was
my mom’s favorite utensil, and she had been
using it for the past 15 years to cook rice,”
says Razmi, a graduate student in management
information systems. “I had forgotten to buy
a similar one, and I remembered it at the last
minute. I was about to go to the store to buy
one when my mom gave it to me and laughed,
saying ‘Take this and remember me whenever
you cook rice.’ At the time, I thought it was
funny, but little did I know it would remind
me of my mom and my home every single
time I cook rice. That utensil is the thing that
reminds me the most about home, and I cook
rice in it almost every day.”
Andreas Guentner, a junior international
business major, has two items at the U of M
that help keep him close to home even
thousands of miles away. “The German flag
reminds me of where I am from and how
great Germany is, and it reminds me of the
attributes Germans have,” says Guentner, a
midfielder/defender on the Tiger soccer team.
Before he left for the U of M, a friend
designed a toddler-size yellow T-shirt for
Guentner with the words Regensburg, die
schoenste stadt der welt (“Regensburg, the
most beautiful city in the world”) and drew
a picture on it. (His friend couldn’t find an
adult-sized T-shirt at the time.) “The shirt
just reminds me of my city and my family and
friends. I also have a picture of my city as
background on my desktop so I can always
see it. With Facebook and with how busy we
are, there is not much time to miss home.
Then there is Skype. So I have my family
and friends somewhat around.”
Lewis Ellis, a freshman from Cowbridge,
Wales, also brought a flag to remind him of
home. “My Welsh flag is hung up above my
bed. It’s pretty big in size and it just reminds
me of home and my roots,” says Ellis, who
also plays on the Tiger soccer team. “I used
to go to a boarding school in England and
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U of M students often bring a reminder
of home with them to college. Clockwise,
from left, are Deepthi Koolipara, Shellie
and Sarah Epperson, John Stevenson,
Andreas Guentner, Leslie Berry, Lewis
Ellis and Misbah Razmi.
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the same Welsh flag I used there is here in
America.”
John Stevenson, an avid roller coaster
enthusiast, can cover himself with memories
of family and fun from home. A member of
his church, Bartlett United Methodist, makes
T-shirt quilts for graduating high school
seniors, and put one together for Stevenson
from his collection of T-shirts from amusement parks. Several of the shirts are from Six
Flags parks around the country; others are
from sites like Libertyland and Dollywood.
“Each one has a story behind it,” says
Stevenson, a junior journalism major from
Bartlett. “I have one from a family trip to
Disney World when I was a freshman in high
school that brings back good memories. One
from the Six Flags in Chicago reminds me
of family I have up there. I go there several
times a year, it’s like my second home.”
Stevenson says he had forgotten about most
of the T-shirts before they were transformed
into a quilt. “I didn’t think I would have
enough shirts to make a quilt,” he says. ”It’s
almost like a memory quilt.”
When Leslie Berry came to Memphis, she
didn’t have any family or friends nearby, so
she made sure to bring along things that would
remind her of home if she ever got homesick.
“I love music, and it’s always been a way
for me to express myself, whether I listen
to a song that matches my mood or if I play
my saxophone,” says Berry, a junior civil
engineering major from Clinton, Md. “The
area where I’m from has its own genre of
music called Gogo, and when I get homesick
I always listen to it in order to make me feel
better. Listening to Gogo in combination with
looking at the many photo albums and framed
pictures I have of my family and friends is
what gets me through a rough day when talking on the phone just isn’t enough. I now call
Memphis my second home, but it’s still nice
to have those things that remind me of my
true home in Maryland.”
No matter how many miles — or oceans —
away home is, a few precious mementos scattered around ensure that even in a dorm room
or apartment, there’s no place like home.
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A unique oral history project by
Professor Charles Crawford uncovers
little known facts about the University
of Memphis, ancedotes that may make
you “shake, rattle and roll.”
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Victor Feisal, former U of M vice president, mentioned a little-known Elvis and U of M connection that is now a part of the University’s archived collection of oral
histories from its first 100 years. Feisal is pictured in the same campus auditorium where Elvis performed more than 50 years ago.

N

o one recognized the dark-haired man standing next
to Mayor Frank Tobey and University of Memphis
President Millard Smith at the weekly faculty meeting. No men swarmed for autographs. No women
screamed or cried.
The guest performer, dressed in a leather jacket and small leather
biker cap, moved to the microphone in the Administration Building
auditorium and settled his guitar.
After the guest artist sang “Blue Moon of Kentucky,” former U of M
Vice President Victor Feisal (BS ’58) leaned to the biology professor
sitting next to him.
“The boy’s going to starve to death because he can’t sing,” Feisal said.
The guest performer was Elvis Presley.
“As you well know, I was wrong,” says Feisal, as he recalled that day
in the mid-1950s during a recent campus visit.
Feisal’s anecdote is one of the fascinating stories unearthed from an
array of interviews conducted with U of M students, faculty, staff and
friends of the University for a unique oral history project developed by Dr.
Charles Crawford, director of the U of M Oral History Research Office.
Every interview for the project by Crawford and his assistants centers around one theme: gathering candid, honest and often captivating
accounts of the U of M’s first 100 years.
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“A lot of things are a matter of record,” Crawford says. “We want to
know everything about the University from their memories.”
Interviewees discussed their time at the U of M, ranging from the
look of the campus and how it has changed, to the courses they took.
More than 50 interviews have been recorded since the project began
this past year. Most of the interviews on file currently are from the
older generation of Tigers.
Oral histories can only go back in time as far as the human mind
remembers. Capturing the stories must happen quickly.
“We’re losing them,” says Crawford, who has taught at the U of M
since 1962.
“They’re the kind of people you need to get to quickly when you can.
You can interview people as long as they live, if their health is good
and their memory is good.”
The first person to participate in the project, albeit unintentionally,
was Ernest Ball (NS ’19, BS ’26), former superintendent of Memphis City
Schools for 21 years, and for whom E.C. Ball Hall is named. His interview,
conducted in 1987, was a general intake because Crawford believed Ball’s
story would have an important place in the archives one day.
“Ernest Ball was sitting on the steps of the Administration Building
in 1912, waiting for the doors to open,” Crawford says. “He was one of
the first students here. He died several years after I interviewed him.”
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In revealing a much simpler time, Ball said in his interview that “the
boys” would serenade “all the neighbors up and down the street” along
Patterson Avenue, particularly paying attention to one woman who
would give them cake after they sang.
Another interviewee, Ralph Prater, was a member of the “Memphis
State Eight,” the first African-American students to attend the U of M
in 1959.
In his interview, Prater recalled that in his classes or at tables in the
library that students didn’t want to sit by him. Instead of bemoaning his
isolation, he chose to think positively.
“I would literally smile to myself because I would at least have the
entire table to spread out my books,” Prater said.
“Everything I did was with an eye toward trying to make things
a wee bit easier for those African-American students who would be
following us,” he told his interviewer. “The good news is that is not
the case today. When we realize that things are so improved at the
University today, it just makes what we all went through worth it.”
Another Memphis State Eight member, Eleanor Gandy (BS ’63, MEd
’66), said in her interview she asked for enrollment information only
as joke because she thought the school wasn’t available to blacks. “I
didn’t take it too seriously because it seemed like a long way away from
them letting us go to Memphis State.”
Overcoming slight nervousness about the scope of the project,
participants like Allie Prescott (BA ’69, JD ’72), current Alumni
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Oral histories from all Memphis State Eight members are a part of the oral
history collection. The Memphis State Eight, left to right: (front row) Bertha
Rogers Looney, Marvis LaVerne Kneeland Jones, Rose Blakney-Love and
Sammie Burnett-Johnson; (back row) John Simpson, Eleanor Gandy, Ralph
Prater and Luther McClellan. (Opposite page, left) Allie Prescott, current
Alumni Association president, recalled balancing classes and playing for the
U of M baseball team. (Right) Dr. Charles Crawford, director of the Oral History
Research Office, plans to collect oral history conversations from 100 men and
women about the University’s history before the conclusion of 2012.

Association president, were eased by the informality of conversations
with Crawford.
“It was kind of daunting, quite honestly, the thought that someone might
in 100 years read the words that he and I were sharing with each other that
day,” Prescott says. “The thought of it made it seem very important, and
therefore seemed to be an honor to be asked to participate.”
As a pitcher and an occasional first baseman for the Tigers all four
years of his undergraduate career, Prescott attended on a baseball
scholarship in the late 1960s. He lived at home with his parents
because the men’s athletic dorm, Robison Hall, did not have enough
space for all the male athletes.
“There really wasn’t a spot in the dorms back then,” Prescott said during his interview. “The dorms weren’t that large and could hardly handle
the football players — the basketball players would have apartments.”
His scholarship covered tuition and books, plus a cafeteria meal
card that he used for lunches.
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Baseball also dictated when he could take classes in the fall semesters. Prescott recalled that then-coach Al Brown required the team to
attend 2 p.m. practice, meaning any class around that time was off-limits.
Prescott needed 18 hours of foreign language credits and planned to
enroll in Spanish. The class was at 2 p.m., so he opted for the 8 a.m.
Portuguese class instead.
“Only after taking six hours of Portuguese class did I realize that all
18 [hours] had to be in the same language. So, I had to start over my
sophomore year with Spanish.”
One of the U of M’s most beloved administrators, Jerry Boone, also
took part in Crawford’s project.
In his interview, he recalled that early in his career he was “so full of
vinegar” that he decided to “creatively” handle an issue with a few of
the faculty who refused to pay outstanding parking tickets.
Extremely bothered by the complete disregard to pay the hundreds
of dollars owed, Boone wrote letters to the offending faculty members.
He reminded them that although he couldn’t make them pay the fines,
he wasn’t going to let it slide.
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

“I’m going to remember this when the time comes around for evaluations,” he said.
Boone found that was the wrong thing to do after the Faculty Senate
censored his actions. He learned from this slip and continued working
for the University. He went on to be vice president of Academic Affairs
from 1972 to 1985 and interim University president in 1980.
By the end of the 2012 Centennial Celebration, the Oral History
Research Office will have archived interviews with 100 men and
women whose recollections span the school’s first 100 years.
All interviews will be available to the public through the University’s
Special Collections Department, also referred to as the Mississippi
Valley Collection, during school hours. The interviews may be online
in the future.
“We’re doing this for the long run,” Crawford says. “What I’m really
thinking about is the bicentennial celebration, which will be held in
2112. People who want to know about the history of the school can
listen to people talk about what it was like. Their names will be part of
the history of the University.”
SP R I NG 2012
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To commemorate the 100th anniversary of its founding and to celebrate
its century of accomplishments, the University of Memphis
is proud to announce the release of a limited-edition book!

A Centennial History of the University of Memphis

Be one of the first to own this 128-page,
hardcover, 9” x 12” coffee table volume that
examines the fascinating story of how the
University evolved from a small teachers’
college into a major metropolitan research
university. The book features a central
narrative, interesting facts, a timeline of
events and numerous photos chronicling
the U of M’s history.
This visual tribute makes a unique and
meaningful gift for alumni, parents, students
and friends, and it will serve as a cherished
keepsake for all of those who love the
University of Memphis.

Visit www.uofmemphis.bkstr.com
to purchase your copy TODAY!
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U of M campus will be setting for Distinguished Alumni Awards
The University of Memphis Alumni Association will celebrate
the school’s centennial by staying at home this summer. The
Association will bestow its highest honors, the Distinguished Alumni
Awards, at a gala event June 2 on the U of M campus. William
H. “Bill” Watkins Jr. and Richard Glassman will be honored as
Distinguished Alumni; Anfernee “Penny” Hardaway and Claire
Robinson will be recognized as Outstanding Young Alumni; John
W. Stokes Jr. will be named Distinguished Friend of the University;
Melba and R.C. Johnson will receive the J. Millard Smith Illustrious
Service to the Association award; and Dr. Shirley Raines and her
husband, Dr. Robert Canady, will receive the Legacy of Visionary
Leadership Award. For ticket information, call 901/678-2586.
William H. “Bill” Watkins Jr. (BBA ’67)
began his career in public accounting with
a large local firm, served as controller for
the sixth largest industrial security firm
in the U.S., and was divisional controller
for a subsidiary of the security firm. He
returned to public accounting in 1971,
founding the firm of Watkins and Watkins,
which is now Watkins Uiberall PLLC.
Watkins has been an active contributor to
his profession, community organizations,
the Fogelman College and the U of M. In 1996 he was appointed
to the Tennessee Board of Regents, the governing body for 46
universities, community colleges and technology centers throughout
the state. He also served on the U of M’s voluntary advisory body,
the Board of Visitors, and has been president of the U of M Alumni
Association, of which he is a Life Member.
Richard Glassman (BS ’69, JD ’72)
is the senior shareholder of Glassman,
Edwards, Wyatt, Tuttle & Cox. He is
certified as a Civil Trial Specialist by the
Tennessee Commission on Continuing
Legal Education and Specialization of
the Tennessee Supreme Court and
the National Board of Legal Specialty
Certification. He completed post-graduate
trial strategy study at Hastings College
of Law in San Francisco. Glassman has
served on the United States Senate Advisory Council; as a special
judge by appointment of Senior Judge 30th Judicial District Circuit
Court at Memphis; special chancellor by appointment of Senior
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Chancellor, Chancery Court of Shelby County; and a member of
Defense Research and Trial Lawyers Association. Glassman has
been a board member and president of the U of M National Alumni
Association and has served on the U of M’s Board of Visitors.
Claire Robinson (BA ’99) combines
her passions for food and television in
5 Ingredient Fix, a Food Network series
featuring eclectic recipes made with five
ingredients or fewer. She believes the
best dishes feature carefully selected
fresh foods with distinct flavors and
a straightforward cooking style that
also promotes healthy and seasonal
eating. Robinson also is host of Food
Network Challenge, bringing her culinary
knowledge and passion for the iconic show to its brand-new set
and providing minute-by-minute details of the thrilling challenges.
She gained behind-the-scenes media experience at Memphis’ CBS
affiliate, WREG-TV, and at WMC-FM radio. At Tiger Sports Properties,
a sports marketing agency, Robinson handled marketing for the
University of Memphis’ athletic department. She decided to pursue
her dream of cooking by moving to New York City and attending
the French Culinary Institute, graduating in 2005. She is the
granddaughter of former U of M president Thomas Carpenter.
Anfernee “Penny” Hardaway (BPS
’03), a former Tiger and NBA star,
donated $1 million to the Athletic
Department to create the University of
Memphis Sports Hall of Fame named in
his honor. Hardaway amazed Tiger fans
with his talent from 1991-93. During his
two seasons, he recorded the school’s
first and only triple-doubles. Hardaway’s
Tigers earned two NCAA Tournament
appearances, with the 1991-92 team
reaching the Elite Eight. An all-around contributor, Hardaway led the
Tigers in scoring, assists and steals during both seasons and topped
the squad in rebounding in 1992-93. He went on to a successful
career in the NBA, playing for the Orlando Magic, Phoenix Suns,
New York Knicks and Miami Heat. He was a member of the 1996
USA Olympic men’s basketball team, which won the gold medal in
Atlanta.

SP R I NG 2012

35

ALUMNI REVIEW
John W. Stokes Jr., who is one of the founding
partners of Morgan Keegan and currently vice
chair of the firm, has strongly supported the
U of M for years and taken it upon himself to
ensure it continues to thrive and grow within
the community. When Stokes heard that the
University’s Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law
needed a new building, he wanted to help and
he knew just where the law school ought to
be — the old U.S. Postal Service Customs House
situated right across the street from his office.
He is a third-generation Vanderbilt graduate, but has “adopted” the U of M.
He is a current member of the Board of Visitors. “As just a citizen living here
without any ties like an alumnus might have, I’ve realized how important the
U of M is for the whole community,” Stokes says.
Dr. Shirley Raines became the 11th president
of the U of M in 2001, the first woman to hold
the presidency. Before her appointment, Raines
was vice chancellor for academic services
and dean of the College of Education at the
University of Kentucky. She is the author of
14 books and numerous journal articles, and
is widely regarded as an expert in teacher
education and early childhood education. Raines
has become known for her effective work in
building partnerships on and off campus. Her
efforts have helped the University make significant increases in annual
giving. She has focused on student retention, expansion of the Honors
and Emerging Leaders programs, establishing guaranteed internships for
qualified students, and living-learning residential and curricular learning
communities. A graduate of the University of Tennessee at Martin, she
earned her master’s degree and doctorate from UT-Knoxville.

R.C. Johnson joined the U of M as athletic
director in 1996. During the past 16 years,
Tiger teams have appeared in five bowl
games and 15 post-season men’s basketball
tournaments. In the past eight years, the
Tigers have captured 18 Conference USA
titles in men’s basketball, men’s and women’s
soccer, women’s golf and men’s track.
Men’s basketball has garnered seven regular
season titles and six C-USA tournament
championships. Donations to U of M athletics
have climbed to more than $7 million per year under Johnson. His
crowning achievement may be the invitation for the U of M to join the BIG
EAST Conference as an all-sports member in fall 2013.
Melba Johnson has been married to R.C.
Johnson since 1985. She has been a fixture
at Tiger athletic and fundraising events since
coming to Memphis. “She has been an
extremely important part of our fundraising
campaigns,” says R.C. Melba has been involved
in projects ranging from improvements to
the Tiger athletic facilities on the University of
Memphis’ Park Avenue Campus to additions
to the Athletic Office Building complex. She
also has helped the U of M develop close ties
with Graceland. Priscilla Presley funds two scholarships at the University,
including one for the spirit squad.

Dr. Robert Canady is a retired professor
of education, specializing in early childhood
education. Before his retirement, he taught
courses in early childhood education, language
development and literacy at Marymount
University in Virginia, Northeastern State
University in Oklahoma and the University of
Alabama. Canady earned his bachelor’s degree
from Chapman College, a master’s from
Western New Mexico and doctorate from the
University of Arizona. He is involved in activities
at the U of M as the “first man” of the University, affectionately known
as “Dr. Bob.” Canady has created and donated stained glass windows for
large churches in Kentucky and for 12 churches in the Memphis area.

College of Education changes name
During this year of celebration at the University of Memphis, the College of
Education is also looking to the next 100 years of achievement. Recognizing
the needs of its students, the College is now the College of Education, Health
and Human Sciences. College Dean Don Wagner said the rationale was to
adopt a new name that accurately represents the diverse academic programs
of the College.
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The U of M men’s and women’s basketball squads both received post-season
tournament selections last month after successful campaigns. The men, seeded
eighth in the NCAA West Region, made their second-straight NCAA appearance
after winning the C-USA regular season and tournament titles. The women,
meanwhile, accepted a WNIT bid (Photo courtesy of U of M Athletics.)
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Blending the blues is center stage at rockabilly museum
Rockabilly music is as American as apple
pie. Every sweet melody and airy flake of
bass from its blues, hillbilly and rock ‘n’ roll
lineage combines into one harmonious bite of
American music. A U of M alumnus has been
right in the middle of it.
The International Rock-A-Billy Hall of Fame
Museum, located in Jackson, Tenn., and created
by Henry Harrison (’57), has captured the
essence of rockabilly music through concerts,
personal mementos from artists, and video
interviews of singers and musicians of the genre.
Harrison, president of the museum, began
collecting items for the facility 14 years
ago to honor the performers integral to the
popularization of rockabilly music.
“We simply present the history of the life
and music of a group of people who were not
formally educated, who created a style of music
that changed the way people danced, the way
they combed their hair, the way they cut their
sideburns, the way they jumped and the way they
made music on the stage,” Harrison says.
Rockabilly music, a blend of hillbilly country
twang and rock ’n’ roll rhythms, began in the
South and the Delta regions in the early 1950s.
Several artists recorded rockabilly songs at Sun
Studio in Memphis. Singers like Carl Perkins,
Charlie Feathers, Elvis Presley and Johnny Cash
launched this style of music into mainstream.
The term rockabilly isn’t as common as the
music of the genre. For example, the song “Blue
Suede Shoes” by Carl Perkins, later recorded
by Elvis, is a rockabilly song. Describing the
difference between rock ’n’ roll versus rockabilly
is not easy because music genres are so
interchangeable, says Jayne White, public
relations director at Sun Studios. “You’d have
to listen to it, I suppose,” she says. “It’s hard to
describe without talking about where it came
from.”
Interest in rockabilly music didn’t last as
long in Memphis and the South as soul and
funk music became more common. As the
popularity faded there, it increased on the West
Coast and in southwestern states like Texas.
But its roots are in the South, which is why
Harrison opened the museum in Tennessee.
Harrison’s roots run deep in rockabilly music,
too. Growing up in Marie, Ark., Harrison
lived a mere eight miles from the Dyess,
Ark., hometown of Johnny Cash. Teenagers
Harrison and Cash often saw each other at
local recreational baseball games when the two
attended as spectators.
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

Former U of M student Henry Harrison opened the International Rock-A-Billy Hall of Fame in Jackson,
Tenn., in 2001 to showcase the artists and combined genre of the blues and rock ‘n’ roll music. Outside
the museum, a mural pays tribute to the dozens of artists that the museum highlights.

Harrison also heard stories from his uncle,
Frank Kinney, about Cash. Kinney, the barber in
Dyess, cut Cash’s hair and learned about the
aspiring artist. Kinney and Cash later traveled
to Detroit together in search of jobs in the
automobile industry.
“Kinney was talking constantly in the late
1940s that Johnny was going to be a major
artist of our area,” Harrison says. “We sort of
chuckled. We didn’t think anyone from that
section of the world would ever become a
major artist. But Uncle Frank was correct.”
In1998, Harrison announced that the city
of Jackson would be building the museum.
Upkeep of the facility would rely only on ticket
sales, not taxpayer dollars, and volunteers
would staff the museum to keep costs minimal.
Collecting items from years of producing
shows on Sundays at the Harrison Toyota
service department in Jackson, Harrison realized
he did not have enough memorabilia to create
museum displays yet. He contacted several
entertainers about performing at a rockabilly
festival in 2000, which he was in the process
of organizing, and asked each person to donate
pictures, posters or news clippings from early in
their careers.
Those contacted enthusiastically responded.
Harrison received records and an eighth-

grade commencement certificate from Johnny
Burnette’s wife; John “Ace” Cannon contributed
a saxophone; Sonny Burgess donated guitars;
and one woman gave three editions of The
Commercial Appeal from the week Elvis died.
The overflow of items left Harrison with
enough to organize and open the museum in
September 2001. Now the 4,000 visitors each
year can take a guided tour, see the 16 life-size
oil paintings of influential artists and watch
video interviews with rockabilly musicians at
the museum. “We keep it an honest museum
where people can come and learn the history,”
Harrison says.
He continues to receive items from artists
and their families and plans to soon open
another wing of the museum dedicated
solely to honor the rockabilly musicians from
Sweden, where the genre is popular. Several
Swedish performers will also be honored at the
International Rock-A-Billy Hall of Fame Music
Festival in Jackson this August.
— by Laura Fenton

Visit www.rockabillyhall.org for more
information about the International
Rock-A-Billy Hall of Fame.
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University alumnus enjoys an ‘up-and-down’ career ride

Busch Gardens has experienced rapid growth under U of M alumnus Jim Dean. The park offers world-class thrill rides, spectacular shows, and is home to 2,000 animals.

When Jim Dean was a teenager riding the
Zippin Pippin at Libertyland, he never dreamed
he would one day be in charge of one of the
largest and most popular adventure parks in
the world — Busch Gardens in Tampa Bay, Fla.
These days if he wants to ride a roller coaster,
it is a short walk from his office to one of the
eight stomach-dropping, heart-pounding coasters
inside the amusement park.
Dean (BSET ’80), who will be Memphis
this month to receive the Herff College of
Engineering’s 2012 Outstanding Alumni Award,
says his “ride” to Busch Gardens’ top position
has been an adventure in itself. After graduating
from Memphis’ Bishop Byrne High School, he
chose to attend the school where Larry Finch
was one of his idols.
“When I joined the University of Memphis,
then Memphis State University, like most
freshmen, I really didn’t know what I wanted to
do in my life,” Dean says. “I had given very little
thought to my future, but I knew that I enjoyed it
there and that I would figure it out.”
A friend suggested he try engineering
technology.
“I was comforted in the knowledge that most
of the College of Engineering graduates were
securing very good jobs upon graduation and
that was important,” he says.
Dean notes that while at the U of M, he
learned something that would serve him well
later in his career.
“I realized that to be successful, you had to
be accountable for your work and proud of what
38
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you accomplish. I can’t point to who or what
instilled that belief in me at the Herff College of
Engineering, but I know that I graduated with that
attitude.”
Dean says the best advice he ever received
came from his college adviser.
“He told me to say ‘yes’ to every opportunity
and to go to every job interview I could get on
campus.” Dean did just that and was offered
two jobs after graduation, including the one he
decided on: engineer at McDonnell Douglas in
St. Louis.
He says that decision landed him on the
“roller coaster” path he is on today. While
working at McDonnell Douglas, he earned
his master’s degree in finance at Saint Louis
University and later went to work for Anheuser
Busch in finance for its theme park division.
The “ride” then took him to London, where
he worked for Anheuser’s beer division. “It was a
wonderful experience to explore Europe for five
years and learn how to sell beer in 44 different
countries and work out the finances in all their
different currencies,” Dean says. “I was able
to learn from our employees from all over the
world.”
When Dean came back to the U.S., he
oversaw the finance, merchandise and culinary
food operations for all of Anheuser Busch’s
theme parks and from there moved to his
current position as president of Busch Gardens.
The theme of the 335-acre amusement park
is exotic adventures from around the world
and offers a unique combination of rides,

entertainment and up-close animal encounters
in areas based upon African countries such as
Morocco and Egypt. The park is also home to
2,000 animals, with more than 200 different
species represented.
Busch Gardens has experienced rapid
growth under Dean, who keeps a constant eye
on the future. “Thanks to ‘Cheetah Hunt,’ we
had a tremendous year,” he says. “But new
attractions take years to build and right now we
are planning for 2015. My focus is to continue
to make the park an exciting place for visitors.”
Cheetah Hunt is a world-class roller coaster that
mimics a cheetah chasing its prey at speeds of
up to 60 miles per hour.
While Dean continues to follow the Memphis
Tigers on the field and on the court, he has tigers
of a different kind close to him now. There are
nine Bengal and two Malayan tigers that live in
the Jungala section at the park. In his role as
president, he helps initiate and support wildlife
conservation, research and education, and he
is on the board of the SeaWorld and Busch
Gardens Conservation Fund.
While Dean was a student at the U of M, he
appreciated the personal attention he received in
his classes and remembers how those personal
connections helped him throughout college.
“There have been many other lessons learned
in my career and many mentors to thank, but
an important part of my success began at the
University of Memphis and at the Herff College
of Engineering,” Dean says. — by Marcy Sanford
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS
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Carolyn Hardy

(BBA ’74, MBA ’87)
President and CEO of Hardy Bottling Company
U of M’s influence: “I love learning and appreciate the
impact that education has on your life. I felt that I was brave
to attend the big university and it taught me to face complex
situations with grace and style.”
U of M’s legacy: “The U of M is making a profound impact
on Memphis by providing a high-quality and affordable
education. The University hosts many programs for the
community. For example, Black History Month allows students
to meet and network with area professionals. Additionally, Dr.
Raines leads with grace and style and is one of many female
role models in the Memphis area. The University, in its own
way, is assisting with redefining Memphis by embracing and
contributing to the community.”
U of M pride: “The U of M is one of many reasons I have
been successful. I feel that the University provided an excellent
foundation for my family and me as we launched our careers.
On a side note, I love Tiger basketball.”

Steve Cohen

(JD ’73)
U.S Congressman for the 9th District of Tennessee
U of M’s legacy: “To be a steward in the community
and to produce good citizens and research for top
institutions.”
U of M pride: “I was born with it – it’s part of my DNA.”
Giving back to the Memphis community: “I try to
help the U of M every chance I get by contributing to
Tiger scholarship funds and the athletic department,
and by promoting the Tigers across the country and
on the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives. I
also am continually working to secure federal funds for
the University and continue to support the Tennessee
Education Lottery Scholarship Program, which I helped
establish, so more of our children can pursue a higher
education at great schools like the U of M.”
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CLUB AND CHAPTER NEWS
For more information on any Alumni Association clubs, chapters or events,
contact the Association at alumniassociation@memphis.edu or 901/678-2586.

Arts & Sciences

IMBA

and mingled with competitors from Tennessee,

The board will help celebrate the 35th

The International MBA Alumni Club will host

Georgia, North Carolina and South Carolina.

anniversary of the Department of Anthropology

the “i2i: Union and Reunion” in mid-April,

by hosting a continental breakfast during the

with alumni and current students joining to

MPA

department’s Centennial Reunion Weekend in

discuss new directions for the International

The MPA Club’s fall service project was a toy

April. Alumni will gather from around the world

MBA program at the University of Memphis.

drop benefiting the Porter-Leath children’s

for a full weekend of events, which will include

The event will be held in conjunction with the

center. Members also are holding a canned

a Moroccan-themed gala dinner with a silent

Centennial Reunion Weekend. The club also

good/non-perishable food collection drive in

auction and tribal dance exhibition.

has continued hosting happy hour events once

the spring. Both projects are in partnership

each month. IMBA graduates and alumni board

with the campus student chapter of American

Communication Sciences
and Disorders

members have been in attendance, allowing

Humanics Inc.

The chapter hosted its annual alumni reception

networking events.

alumni to reconnect with each other at these

Nursing
The Loewenberg School of Nursing will host an

in February at the Hilton East Memphis. Dr.
Tracey Baldwin (MA ’82) was honored as

Journalism

alumni reunion reception at the University Center

Outstanding Alumna. The reception took place

The club will host several reunion events for

during the Centennial Reunion Weekend in April.

during the 42nd annual Mid-South Conference

former student newspaper staff during the

on Communicative Disorders.

Centennial Reunion Weekend. Alumni who

UMAR

worked for publications from The Tiger Rag up

UMAR hosted many events this winter,

Education, Health and
Human Sciences

to The Daily Helmsman are expected to attend.

including two book club meetings, Breakfast

The College is celebrating its new name and

Kemmons Wilson

December, UMAR members met at Calvary

100 years of educating teachers this year. To

The newly formed Kemmons Wilson Alumni

Episcopal Church and enjoyed music of the

commemorate this occasion, the alumni chapter

Club hosted its first event, a reception at the

holiday season performed by members of the

will host a Hall of Fame event honoring faculty

Westin on Beale Street before the men’s

Memphis Symphony Orchestra and Christmas

and alumni from each of the 10 decades.

basketball game against Southern Miss in

Pops. In mid-December, UMAR hosted its

Alumni, current and former faculty, and members

January. Also, Kemmons Wilson Week in late

annual meeting and holiday brunch in the

of the community will gather at a cocktail

March was topped off by an alumni reception at

University Center Ballroom. UMAR president

reception in the Anfernee “Penny” Hardaway U

the Holiday Inn on campus.

Mary Ellen Pitts welcomed guests, University

Brunch Club, lunches and tours. In early

President Shirley Raines brought greetings

of M Athletic Hall of Fame on April 17. Proceeds
from this event will be used to establish the

Law

from the campus, the Campus School Chorus

Alumni Board Centennial Scholarship.

In January past presidents of the chapter

serenaded the crowd, and local historian Jimmy

gathered at the home of Richard (JD ’80) and

Ogle was the featured speaker. UMAR also

Engineering

Joyce Carter for a party honoring their service

presented its annual Traces Award to Dr. Sidney

In December the chapter hosted a professional

to the Alumni Association and celebrating the

McKay for his continued scholarly work and

development luncheon at the Alumni Center.

Law School’s 50th anniversary. The alumni

civic involvement. The brunch broke all previous

The guest lecturer was Steve Barry (BSME ’84),

chapter also hosted a reception for competitors

attendance records, and bidding on more than

chief of the Readiness Branch of the U.S. Army

in the National Trial Competition in February

100 auction items raised nearly $2,000 for the

Corps of Engineers Memphis District, who

at the Shelby County Courthouse. The event

UMAR Memorial Scholarship Fund.

spoke about the historic flood of 2011 and

is one of the most prestigious law school trial

the operation of the Birds Point New Madrid

competitions in the country. Law alumni mixed

Floodway.
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In February, UMAR members and friends

Collierville and Regions Bank. There are several

Dallas

enjoyed dinner at the Holiday Inn Medallion

Tigers on campus for all to enjoy.

The Dallas Alumni Club hosted a watch party in

Restaurant before taking in a performance of
The Phantom of the Opera on campus.

2012 Tiger Tour

mid-December at Blackfinn before the Tigers vs.
Louisville game.

The Alumni Association and the University
In March, UMAR members and friends gathered

of Memphis Athletic Department will host

Little Rock

at Calvary Episcopal Church to hear Rabbi

the 2012 Tiger Tour in late April. The three-

In January the Little Rock Alumni Club hosted a

Micah Greenstein speak as part of the church’s

day event will kick off in Nashville with a golf

watch party to cheer on the Tigers against the

Lenten Preaching Series, which features

tournament hosted by the Nashville Alumni

Rice Owls.

dynamic, inspiring and diverse local and

Club followed by a meet-and-greet with each of

national speakers from various denominations

the Tiger head coaches. The tour will continue

Nashville

and faiths. Following Greenstein’s presentation,

in Jackson, Tenn., and Memphis.

The Nashville Alumni Club will host a golf
tournament in late April at Gaylord Springs Golf

attendees enjoyed lunch in the church’s Waffle
Shop restaurant.

Atlanta

Course as part of the 2012 Tiger Tour.

The watch party tradition continued throughout

University College

the winter as the Atlanta Alumni Club hosted

St. Louis

The chapter held its annual holiday reception

several Tiger basketball watch parties that were

Alumni in the St. Louis area met for several

and silent auction at the Alumni Center in

attended by alumni and friends in the Atlanta

watch parties throughout the Tiger basketball

December. Attendees enjoyed hors d’oeuvres,

area.

season at the Fox and Hound.

50 auction items and lots of holiday cheer.

Boston/New England

Washington, D.C.

The auction raised a record amount, and

Alumni and friends in the Boston/New England

The University of Memphis Alumni Association

proceeds will benefit the chapter’s Book

area met at the home of club president Bob

and the Washington, D.C., Alumni Club hosted

Scholarship Fund. The chapter will present

Canfield (BBA ’59) for a Tiger basketball watch

a pre-game reception for Tiger fans at the

its book scholarships in April at the College’s

party before the Memphis vs. Xavier game.

Verizon Center in D.C. before the Tigers took on

live music, competitive bidding on nearly

annual awards ceremony and reception in the

the Georgetown Hoyas.

University Center Fountain View Room.

Young Alumni Committee
The Young Alumni Committee cheered on
the Tigers at watch parties this season at
Brookhaven Pub. They hosted a happy hour
at Alchemy in Cooper-Young in early February.
Young alumni gathered for after-work cocktails
and networking, meeting old friends and
creating new relationships as part of their
mission to be ambassadors for the University
and the Alumni Association.

Tigers Around Town
In January Tigers Around Town moved out into
the community to celebrate the University of
Memphis’ centennial. There are about 50 Tigers
at locations such as Le Bonheur Children’s
Hospital, Holliday Flowers, Landers Ford
Sara (BSEd ’09) and Trevor (BBA ’08) Beahm cheer on the Tigers at a Young Alumni Committee watch
party in February.
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U
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1963
Charlotte Cathey Holder (BFA) wrote and
illustrated her first children’s book, Sir Ratword,
about a not-so-average rat that loves words.
Holder is known for her paintings based on
word play. She lives in Alabama with her
husband, Mike.

1975

1967

Dr. Lisa Kay (BFA, MA ’80), an

John I. Houseal Jr. (BS, JD ’70), a member
with the Glankler Brown law firm, was invited to
join the Council on Litigation Management.

assistant professor in the Tyler
School of Art at Temple University,
received a Fulbright U.S. Scholars

1972

Award for a fellowship to Hungary.

Danny T. Ferguson (JD) received the William
L. Cofer Award for Lifetime Achievement as a
criminal defense lawyer. For almost 40 years,
he has served as a criminal defense lawyer
in private practice and as an assistant public
defender in Shelby County and in Forsyth
County (Winston-Salem, N.C.). He retired from
the Forsyth County Public Defender’s Office in
June.

Her interdisciplinary project in
Hungary bridged art education,
art therapy and qualitative inquiry.
Kay studied the therapeutic
teachings of Friedl Dicker-Brandeis,
an accomplished artist and art
educator who taught at the Terezin (Theresienstadt) labor camp near Prague during
World War II. Through “freeing up” exercises, Dicker-Brandeis encouraged young
people living in the Nazi-controlled camp to express their fears and emotions

1973
Arlene Rains Graber (BA)
is an award-winning freelance
writer from Wichita, Kan. Her
writing career spans more
than 25 years with more
than 100 articles, essays
and devotionals published
in numerous newspapers, magazines and
periodicals. Devoted to Traveling, a collection
of devotionals, was released in 2010. A Plane
Tree in Provence and Angel on My Shoulder
were released as ebooks in 2011. Graber
gives much credit to her art history professors
for creating the spark that led to her writing
career. She is an avid scrapbooker, the proud
grandmother of two boys, and has attended
Eastminster Presbyterian Church for more
than 30 years. Visit her website/blog at www.
arlenerainsgraber.com.

through art.
Kay’s work has been profoundly influenced by Dicker-Brandeis. “As a Jewish female
artist, educator and art therapist, I share a deep connection to her story, her art
work and her teaching philosophy,” Kay said. “Friedl was the inspiration for my
doctoral studies and continues to be important to my work.”
As part of her Fulbright fellowship, Kay presented her research on adolescents’
drawings of beauty and ugliness. Kay conducted a cross-cultural pilot study with a
partner at ELTE University in Budapest, studying images of beauty and ugliness drawn
by adolescents in the U.S. and Hungary. The research targeted students dealing
with learning disabilities, relationship conflicts, social and emotional psychological
disturbances, physical and intellectual challenges, homelessness and possible
abuse. Where an art teacher might inspire a series of expressive drawings and their
explanations, an art therapist may use these drawings in an evaluation and treatment
planning process, said Kay. “We see this process as having potential for classroom
teachers, school psychologists, counselors, therapists and art educators.”

1974

While in Hungary, Kay also installed an art exhibit titled “An Artist/Researcher’s

Stephen P. Parish (BA, JD ’77) joined the
Chattanooga law firm of Duncan, Hatcher,
Hixson & Fleanor. He practices in all aspects of
commercial, retail and residential real estate.

Journey: Visual Essays” and taught an introduction to art therapy course at Mohaly-
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1975

1980

1984

Thad S. Rodda Jr. (JD), an attorney with
Burch, Porter & Johnson, was included in the
2012 Best Lawyers in America.

Richard Alan Bunch (JD) published a new
book, Collected Poems 1965-2011, featuring
more than 450 poems with themes of loss and
love, art, human relations, aging, peace and war,
history, spirituality and nature. Bunch’s poems
have been published all over the world, from
Sydney to London to Helsinki. He lives with his
family in Davis, Calif.

Harvey W. Matheny (BSCE, MS ’86), an
associate at Kimley-Horn and Associates, was
elected president of the Memphis chapter
of the American Council of Engineering
Companies of Tennessee.

1976
William E. Godbold III (JD)
was elected a Fellow of the
Tennessee Bar Foundation. A
member of Leitner, Williams,
Dooley & Napolitan, he has
practiced law in Chattanooga
for 35 years.
Larry Rice (JD), senior
family law specialist with
Rice, Amundsen & Caperton,
was included in the
2011Tennessee SuperLawyers.

Angela Gilland (BSEd, MS ’96), librarian
at Houston High School, won the Innovative
Library Media Award from the Tennessee
Association of School Librarians for her work on
the “Mustang Virtual Prep” webpage. The page
features a combination of online tutorials that
allow students to review work independently
and access tutoring for daily assignments and
standardized tests.

Jim Summers (JD), an attorney with Allen,
Summers, Simpson, Lillie & Gresham, was
included in the 2011 Mid-South Super Lawyers
in the area of construction litigation.

Paula Spears (BSN) was named vice
president for professional practice, research and
magnet, nursing operations for Texas Health
Resources. She had been executive director and
CEO of the Nursing Institute of the Mid-South.

Ellen B. Vergos (JD), an attorney with Wyatt,
Tarrant & Combs, was selected as a 2011 MidSouth Super Lawyer by Law & Politics.

1977
Robert E. Craddock Jr. (JD), an attorney with
Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs, was selected as a 2011
Mid-South Super Lawyer by Law & Politics.

1979
Mitzi Hart (BBA) was promoted to director
of account development services at Dexter
Hospitality.
Paul E. Prather (BA, JD ’82),
an attorney with Kiesewetter
Wise Kaplan Prather, was
recognized as Lawyer of the Year
for Management Employment
Law in Memphis in the 2012
Best Lawyers in America.
Donna Russell (JD) was appointed clerk and
master of Shelby County Chancery Court.

W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

David Wedaman (BA), president and CEO
of the Memphis-based logistics company RE
Transportation, was inducted into the Society of
Entrepreneurs in 2009. Wedaman sponsored
“The King,” one of the U of M’s centennial
“Tigers Around Town” statues, in honor of his
graduation year.

1982
Dan Brown (BBA, JD ’00) is serving as a
Bartlett Municipal Court judge.

1983
Mary L. Aronov (JD), an attorney with Baker,
Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, was
selected as a Mid-South Super Lawyer by Law
& Politics. She also was named among the
top 50 female attorneys in Memphis by the
publication.

Judge Roger Page (JD) was appointed to the
Tennessee Court of Appeals, Western Section.
He had been a circuit court judge for Chester,
Henderson and Madison counties.

1985
David Pickler (JD) and
his company, Pickler Wealth
Advisors, were included in the
National Association of Board
Certified Advisory Practices’
“Premier Advisors” list in the
Memphis Business Journal.
Pickler has been named a Five Star Wealth
Manager for four consecutive years by
Memphis Magazine.

1986
Jeff Harmon (JD) was appointed district
public defender for the 12th Judicial District of
Tennessee. He had served as assistant public
defender since 1992.

1987
Cathy Anderson (BBA, MBA ’90) of CryeLeike Commercial was awarded the Certified
Commercial Investment Member designation
by the CCIM Institute.
Jasmine Green (BBA), vice president and
chief customer advocate for Nationwide
Insurance, was named “CCO of the Year”
by the Chief Customer Council. She serves
as an advocate for customers across all of
Nationwide’s businesses and is responsible
for the company’s personalized customer
experiences and the Office of Customer
Advocacy.

Dr. J. Phillip Fisher (BS) was inducted as a
Fellow of the International College of Dentists in
recognition of his outstanding and meritorious
service to the profession. Fisher began his
career with the U.S. Army and joined Dental
Associates Inc. of Jackson, Tenn., in 1993.
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1990
Amy Weirich (JD), Shelby
County district attorney
general, received the 2011
Marion Griffin-Frances Loring
Award for outstanding
achievement in the legal
profession from the Memphis
chapter of the Association for Women
Attorneys.

the U of M Oratorio Chorus and the Memphis
Symphony Orchestra. Wells expects to receive
her master of divinity degree from Memphis
Theological Seminary and is a candidate for
Holy Orders in the Episcopal Church’s Diocese
of West Tennessee.

1994

Mindy Pillow (BA) joined
the Atlanta law firm Davis,
Matthews & Quigley as an
associate in the domestic
relations and family law
group. Previously she was
with Kilpatrick, Townsend &
Stockton in Atlanta, where she was named
2010 Pro Bono Associate of the Year.

1997

Michael Watson (MS) was
promoted to vice president
of Duck River Electric
Membership Corporation. He
has been with DREMC for
nearly 20 years, serving as
Shelbyville/Lynchburg district
manager and as director of operations. Watson
lives in Shelbyville, Tenn., with his wife, Dianne,
and their three children.

Kirk Caraway (BA, JD ’97), an attorney with
Allen, Summers, Simpson, Lillie & Gresham,
was included in the 2011 Mid-South Super
Lawyers in the area of employment and labor
law.
Miles Mason (JD) wrote The
Forensic Accounting Deskbook:
A Practical Guide to Financial
Investigation and Analysis for
Family Lawyers, published by
the American Bar Association
Family Law Section. He
practices law in Memphis.

Jean Skorupa-Moore (BA) was appointed
director of development for Alzheimer’s Day
Services of Memphis. She plans, organizes
and directs new, ongoing and special project
funding programs and heads marketing and
communications.

1992

1995

1991

Kevin McAdams (BBA) was
named managing principal
of the Memphis office of
Decosimo Certified Public
Accountants. He joined
Decosimo in 2005 to direct
the office’s tax practice.

Cheryl Horrell (BSN) was named assistant
executive director of Alzheimer’s Day Services
of Memphis.

Teresa Burns Murphy (EdD) had a novel,
The Secret to Flying, published by TigerEye
Publications. She also had short stories
published in Gargoyle Magazine and Pulse
literary journal. To read an excerpt from her
novel, visit www.teresaburnsmurphy.com.

Daphne J. Thomas (BA,
MA ’04) was named public
relations and marketing
director for LeMoyne-Owen
College. Thomas has worked
in public relations and
broadcasting for more than
15 years, most recently as the Memphis Public
Library & Information Center’s assistant director
for library communications.

1993

1996

Dorothy Sanders Wells (JD) was named
Distinguished Alumna of the Year by the Black
Student Association at Rhodes College. A
practicing attorney for 18 years, Wells is staff
director of tax and employee benefits at FedEx
Corp. She has served as an adjunct professor of
employee benefits at the Cecil C. Humphreys
School of Law. With a BA in vocal performance,
she has performed throughout the Mid-South
with groups like the Rhodes MasterSingers
Chorale, the University of Memphis Opera,

Andi Crawford (BFA) was promoted to
partner of Southern Growth Studios, a strategic
growth firm with offices in Memphis and
Oxford, Miss. She was appointed creative
director in 2010 and continues to serve in that
role.
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Angela Milam Inman (BSEd) and her
husband, Rick, welcomed a baby boy, Thomas
Ray, on Nov. 9. They live in Parsons, Tenn.

1998
Laura Beth Butler (BBA) was named
secretary of the First Citizens National Bank
board of directors.
Micah Duke (BBA, MS ’99) joined Horne LLP
as a manager in tax services.
Allison T. Gilbert (JD), an attorney with Harris
Shelton Hanover Walsh, was recognized as a
Rising Star in Mid-South Super Lawyers.
Jennifer S. Harrison (BSN, JD ’03), a partner
at The Hardison Law Firm, was recognized as
a Rising Star by Mid-South Super Lawyers in
the area of personal injury defense: medical
malpractice.
Emily Taube (JD), a partner
in the law firm Adams and
Reese, was elected president
of the Memphis chapter of
the Association for Women
Attorneys. She also is vice
president of The 100 Club of
Memphis, which provides support for families
of law enforcement officers and firefighters
killed in the line of duty.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

PHOTO BY SOPHORN KUOY MCRAE

1993
Paul Knipple (BA) and his wife,
Angela, co-authored The World In
a Skillet, a look at first-generation
immigrants and food in the South. They
interviewed more than 40 professional
chefs, food entrepreneurs, restaurateurs
and home cooks who shared 50
recipes for the book. The culinary world
tour follows the South’s foundational
food traditions, including Native
American, Creole, African-American and
Cajun. Their stories trace the continuing evolution of Southern food and show how
food is central to the immigrant experience. For many hardworking immigrants, food

1999
Jennifer Brereton (BBA) was promoted to
senior brand marketing manager at TruGreen, a
ServiceMaster company.
Chris Triplett (BSCE) was promoted to
manager in the Memphis office of the
engineering and architectural firm Barge,
Waggoner, Sumner and Cannon Inc.

2000
Caroline Hunter (JD) was appointed chair
of the Federal Election Commission. She has
served as associate counsel and deputy counsel
at the Republican National Committee and as
executive officer for the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security’s Office of Citizenship and
Immigration Services Ombudsman. Hunter was
deputy director of the White House Office of
Public Liaison in 2006 and was appointed to
the FEC in 2008.

became a means for both connecting with the American dream and maintaining
cherished ethnic traditions. There’s everything from Father Vien’s Vietnamese-style
pickled mustard greens to Don Felix’s pork ribs and Elizabeth Kizito’s Ugandan-style
plantains in peanut sauce.
“We were in Las Tortugas Deli Mexicana in Germantown when we got the idea,” Paul
said. “Pepe Magallanes, the owner, often tells people why he makes the food he
does and why quality and authenticity are so important to him.”
From there, Angela spent a few months researching restaurants and people across
the South. “Essentially we looked at people and chose them based on how much
we thought we —
 and readers — would enjoy having dinner with them,” said Paul.
Deciding the format of the book was an interesting process as well. “Sometimes we

Christy Kinard (BA, JD ’05) was appointed
legislative affairs adviser for Shelby County
Mayor Mark Luttrell. She remains an assistant
county attorney for the Shelby County
Commission.
Susan L. Lang (MA), senior
vice president and chief supply
chain officer for Express Scripts
Inc. of St. Louis, was named
to the Health Care Industry
Council of the Federal Reserve
Bank of St. Louis.

had a particular interest in a topic. Our China chapter focuses on the second, more
authentic, menu at Chinese restaurants. Other topics became apparent when we
talked to people. Everyone from Central and South America that we spoke to had a
grandma back home who was responsible for their love of food and, in most cases,
for their recipes and ingredients.”
The joy of developing the recipes was the passion that everyone felt about the dish
they shared. “One of the biggest challenges was the widely varying thoroughness of
the recipes we got,” Paul said. “On one hand, we had a charming young Kurdish man
tell us, ‘My mother made this soup with yogurt, rice and chicken. It was wonderful.’
It took a lot of research before Angela could turn that into a publishable recipe. On
the other hand, an illegal Mexican immigrant wrote out a recipe for mole negro in

Mason W. Wilson (BA,
JD ’04), an attorney with
Baker, Donelson, Bearman,
Caldwell & Berkowitz, was
elected president of The
Traffic Club of Memphis. The
club supports the growth and
evolution of the logistics industry in Memphis
and throughout the world. Wilson is a member
of Baker Donelson’s transportation practice
group and its 24-hour motor carrier emergency
response team.

elegant longhand. I think our most surprising dish is sarma (Bosnian cabbage rolls).
We knew Angela and I would like them, but we were amazed how much our son
Patric loved them.”
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2001

2004

Jonathan Cirtain (BS) received a Presidential
Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers,
the highest honor bestowed by the U.S.
government on science and engineering
professionals in the initial stages of their
independent research careers. Cirtain is an
astrophysicist with NASA’s Marshall Space Flight
Center.

Theresa Boehling-Hodge (BA), association
manager with Keith S. Collins Co., earned the
Association Management Specialist designation
from Community Associations Institute.

2002
Meah King (BA, MAT ’05), a 10th-grade
English teacher at East High School, received
a Milken Family Foundation National
Educator Award. Recipients of the honor
are recommended by state departments of
education. In addition to teaching, King is faculty
sponsor for Peer Power, an after-school peer
tutoring and mentoring service. She took top
honors among high school English teachers
in Memphis City Schools’ first My Favorite
Educator Golden Apple Awards.

Benjamin T. Reese (JD) is an attorney in the
Chattanooga office of Leitner, Williams, Dooley
& Napolitan, where he focuses on general civil
litigation, including civil rights law, construction
law, labor and employment law, transportation
law and workers’ compensation.
Brian Shelton (JD) was
promoted to partner in the
law firm Bradley Arant Boult
Cummings. He focuses his
practice on estate planning,
estate administration,
corporate and partnership tax,
federal, state and local tax, and tax-exempt
organizations.

2003

2005

Thomas L. Grimes Jr. (MBA) was named
executive vice president and chief operating
officer of Mid-America Apartment Communities.
In his expanded role as COO, Grimes also
oversees the company’s asset management
and human resources areas.

Robert B. Shappley (JD) is associate
administrator for Saint Francis HospitalMemphis.

Joyce Askew McGhee (MBA) was promoted
to executive vice president and chief operating
officer of Tri-State Bank.
Nick Rice (JD), an attorney
with Rice, Amundsen &
Caperton, was named a Rising
Star in the 2011 SuperLawyers.

Randi Nicole Ward (BA) was appointed
director of marketing for the Charleston
Symphony Orchestra in Charleston, S.C.
She had been on the staff of the Memphis
Symphony Orchestra since 2008.
Chris Wilson (JD) is an associate attorney in
the Nashville office of Waller Lansden Dortch &
Davis, where he works in the state and local tax
group.

2006
Kenneth D. Veit (JD) is an attorney in the
Nashville office of Leitner, Williams, Dooley
& Napolitan, where he focuses on insurance
defense litigation, including general liability,
product liability, construction law, transportation
law and workers’ compensation.
Andy Wohlfarth (JD), an associate attorney
with Evans Petree, earned his master of law in
taxation from the University of Alabama.
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Marija Sokolov (JD) is an associate attorney
with Bass, Berry & Sims, specializing in
securities work. She is fluent in Spanish and
Serbian and is an avid traveler and runner.
Julia Weeks (BA), a photo
editor for AP Images, won the
$3,000 Oliver S. Gramling
Award to pursue a certificate
in digital media marketing at
New York University’s School
of Continuing and Professional

Studies. The certificate will enhance her ability
to expand AP Images’ presence in social
media networks. Weeks has edited photos at
the United States Olympic Committee Media
Summits in Chicago, the Academy Awards
in Los Angeles and the Cannes Film Festival
in France. She has completed photography
internships at Newsday and The Modesto Bee,
and worked in the photo departments for two
NBA teams, the New Jersey Nets and Memphis
Grizzlies.
Vladimir B. Zivkovic (MS) earned his PhD
from the University of North Dakota and
opened a geophysical consulting firm in
Greeley, Colo.

2007
Audrey Scruton Starr (MA) and her husband,
Jeff, are the parents of Owen Henry Starr, born
Nov. 10. Starr is publications officer/editor at
Gannon University in Erie, Pa., where she is
responsible for the quarterly alumni magazine
and monthly e-newsletter.
Christopher B. Suell (BA) graduated from
Florida A&M University College of Law in
April and passed the New York Bar Exam
administered in July.

2008
Jennifer Bellott (JD), an
attorney with Rice, Amundsen
& Caperton, was named
a Rising Star in the 2011
SuperLawyers.

2009
Alex Knight (BLS), vice president of sales for
ProCare Rx, was named one of the “Top 40
Under 40” for 2011 by the Memphis Business
Journal. The award recognizes successful
business people who give back to the
community.

2011
Rebecca Jacobs (MS) joined the tax staff at
Reynolds, Bone & Griesbeck Certified Public
Accountants and Advisors.
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Caleb Meriwether (JD) is an associate
attorney in the Jackson, Tenn., office of Rainey,
Kizer, Reviere & Bell, where he is a member of
the firm’s Malpractice Practice Group.
Erin O’Dea (JD) is an
associate with the Rice,
Amundsen & Caperton law
firm.

Drew Raines (JD) joined
Evans Petree as an associate
attorney in the Property Tax
Group.

Tigers Around Town statues sport a dusting of snow as they are displayed on campus. The U of M Alumni
Association won the 2011 CASE District III Grand Champion Award in Special Events for the Tigers Around
Town centennial project. “This is our third District Grand Champion award, and logistically speaking, this
was the largest project that the Alumni Association has ever undertaken,” said Tammy Hedges, executive
director of the Alumni Association and director of Alumni and Constituent Relations. “It is always great to
be recognized by your professional organization and peers for outstanding work.”

The University of Memphis wishes to acknowledge
the generous gifts of its donors, including the following:
BankTennesee established the John S. Wilder Law School Scholarship to honor Tennessee’s late lieutenant governor. Wilder graduated from
the Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law in 1957. He served in the Tennessee Senate for 44 years, including 36 years in the dual offices of
lieutenant governor and speaker from 1971-2007. The endowed scholarship will be awarded this fall to a third-year law student who, in the
spirit of Wilder, has a demonstrated commitment to public service and to enhancing the common good, is a resident of Tennessee, and has
been elected a section editor for the school’s Law Review.
Empowering the Dream Centennial Campaign cabinet members Dr. Musette S. and Allen B. Morgan Jr. pledged $500,000 toward the
University’s new Community Health Building, which will house the School of Communication Sciences and Disorders and the Loewenberg
School of Nursing. Musette Morgan earned a master of arts in speech-language pathology from the U of M, through which she established
a family-and-community-based pre-school language program and later served as a clinical faculty member. She also received a doctor of
education from the University in 1993. The Morgans chose to direct their gift to the Community Health Building because of her engagement
with the School of Communication Sciences and Disorders, as well as the anticipated impact of the clinical services and programs to be
housed in the building. Their support will be recognized by naming the building’s reception area the “Musette and Allen Morgan Entertainment
Lobby” where students, alumni and guests will enter and be welcomed before continuing to the 400+ seat lecture hall for workshops,
symposiums and other educational community offerings.
Dr. Thomas C. Gettelfinger established an endowment in bioinformatics in the College of Arts & Sciences. As co-founder of Memphis Eye
and Cataract Associates (MECA) and an active community member, he was inspired to give after attending the College’s annual Great
Conversations event, which brings community guests together with award-winning research and teaching faculty for an evening of dining and
conversation. The Dr. Thomas C. Gettelfinger Endowment in Bioinformatics will fund a speaker series for faculty, students and members of the
Memphis medical community, as well as other enrichment activities to advance the program.
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IN MEMORIAM
The University of Memphis Alumni Association expresses sympathy to the families and friends of these individuals:

ALUMNI
(Listed alphabetically by graduation date)

1920s-30s
Ruth Wishart Sullivan ’35, Nov. ’11
Lorine Reid Potter ’37, Dec. ’11

1940s-50s
William Lowe Waller ’49, Nov. ’11
Nancy Shelton Derr ’50, Nov. ’11
Frank C. Sexton ’50, Oct. ’11
William J. Coffman ’53, Dec. ’11
Richard L. Massamore ’53, Sept. ’11
Warren Hardwick ’55, Nov. ’11
Col. Curtis D. Moore ’55, Oct. ’11
Samuel Kornberg ’56, Oct. ’11
Helen Vivian Ball ’58, Nov. ’11
Donald Albert Stone ’59, Nov. ’11

1960s-70s
Henry Eaton ’60, Oct. ’11
Kenneth M. Guthrie ’60, Oct. ’11

Maryestel Ford White ’60, ’65, Nov. ’11
James Thomas Mellard ’63, Dec. ’11
Sidney James Hartsfield ’64, Sept. ’11
Russell X Thompson ’64, Nov. ’11
James E. Harwood III ’65, Nov. ’11
Bernard Mitchell Higdon ’65, Dec. ’11
Charles Ray Conger ’68, Dec. ’11
Kathryn Maceri ’69, Nov. ’11
Charlye Estelle Nichols ’69, Aug. ’11
Richard W. Boyack ’70, Oct. ’11
Gayle Simpkins ’70, Oct. ’11
Terry Harold Wesner ’70, ’72, Oct. ’11
Arch Boyce Boyd III ’71, ’75, Nov. ’11
David Ragland Davis ’71, Oct. ’11
Pamela A. Raulston ’71, Nov. ’11
Karen Faye Steckol ’72, ’78, Nov. ’11
John Timothy Brotherton ’73, Oct. ’11
Glendalin Ray Garrison ’73, Nov. ’11
Richard Neil Mason ’73, Oct. ’11
Maggie Matheis Noah ’73, ’76, Dec. ’11
Glenn S. Chapman Jr. ’74, Oct. ’11
Laura Winford Cummings ’74, ’95, Nov. ’11
Ronald Ulice Dunn ’77, Nov. ’11

1980s-90s
Jeffrey H. Manis ’80, Oct. ’11
Bradley E. Woods ’83, Dec. ’11
Bonnie Craigo-Butler ’84, Oct. ’11
Susan Jowers Booker ’86, Sept. ’11
Thomas Clevenger ’87, Oct. ’11
Charles Bruce Morton III ’88, Oct. ’11
Lt. Col. Steven Todd Drewry ’90, Nov. ’11
Charles William Lea ’90, Nov. ’11
Jianping Yue ’90, Nov. ’11
Kelly Smith Howell ’94, Nov. ’11

2000s
Brian Faulk ’01, Nov. ’11
Jessica Leanne Emmons ’08, Nov. ’11

FACULTY/STAFF
William Henry Parker, Nov. ’11

FRIENDS
David J. Cohn, Nov. ’11
H.T. Lockard, Dec. ’11

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
National Executive Board of Directors: Allie Prescott (BA ’69, JD ’72), President; Deanie Parker (BPS ’77, MPA ’88), Past President; Anita Vaughn (BA ’77,
MPA ’83), Vice President for Membership; Wei Chen (IMBA ’98), Vice President for Communication; Kim Barnett (BA ’95, MBA ’99), Vice President for
Finances; Renee DeGutis (BS ’83), Vice President for Programs and Events; Hon. Butch Childers (BBA ’71, JD ’74); Eric Robertson (BA ’03); Jim Strickland
(BBA ’86, JD ’89); Cathy Ross (MBA ’82); Marla Johnson Norris (BA ’81); John Bobango (JD ’83); Theopolis Holeman (BSET ’71); Roberto Young (BSEE ’02,
BSCE ’03); Ben Watkins (BBA ’78); David Kustoff (BBA ’89, JD ’92); Dana Gabrion (BA ’98); Ron Hart (BBA ’81, MBA ’83)
Advisers to the Executive Director: Mark Long (BSEE ’85); Hon. Diane Vescovo (JD ’80); John Koski (BA ’88); John Lawrence (BA ’94, MS ’98);
Martin Zummach (BA ’85, JD ’93); Paul Jewell (BA ’78); Rob Evans (MBA ’97); Dr. Robert Wright (BS ’77)
Club and Chapter Presidents: Arts & Sciences: Amani Barnett (BS ’99, MHA ’09); Communication Sciences and Disorders: Lauren Busby (MA ’10);
Band: Jim Crossnoe (BSEd ’71); Business & Economics: Jennifer Brereton (BBA ’99); Education, Health and Human Sciences: Keife Hyland (MS ’96);
Engineering: Greg Ladd (BSME ’84); Fraternity Alumni Advisory Council: David Wadlington (BBA ’75); Frosh Camp Alumni Club: Justin Hipner (BBA
’97, MBA ’00); Future Alumni of Memphis: Rebecca Day, Gian Gozum, Katherine Pugh, Holly Stanford; Half Century Club: J.B. “Pappy” Latimer (BS ’52);
International MBA: Sarah Maurice (IMBA ’09, MHA ’11); Journalism: Lesley Adkins (BA ’99, MA ’02); Law: Tanja Thompson (JD ’97); Luther C. McClellan:
Lofton Wilborn (BBA ’02); Master of Public Administration: Amy Cable (BA ’03, MPA ’09); Music Society: Tommie Pardue (BSEd ’68, MM ’71); Nursing:
Collin Johnson (MSN ’10); Student Ambassador Board: James Ransom; Theatre and Dance: Josie Helming (BFA ’67); University of Memphis Association of
Retirees: Mary Ellen Pitts; University College: Jay Atkinson (BPS ’98); Young Alumni Committee: Carrie Strehlau (BA ’99)
Out of Town Groups: Atlanta: Don Sparkman (BSEE ’87); Austin: Northern Sherrod (BA ’00); New England/Boston: Bob Canfield (BBA ’59); Dallas:
Gary Crooms (’81); Denver: Jason Smiley (BS ’98, MA ’03); Eastern Pennsylvania: Connor Morganti (BA ’96); Houston: Robert Stephens (BSEE ’90);
Nashville: Mike Dodd (JD ’01); New York City: Janet Griffin (BS ’95); Orlando: Katie Schwie Perrine (BA ’98); San Antonio: Marcus Jones (BSEE ’87); St.
Louis: Dennis Breakstone (BBA ’92); Tampa: Bob Riggins (BBA ’70, MS ’80); Washington D.C.: Michelle Whyte (BA ‘01)
Alumni Staff: Executive Director of the U of M Alumni Association and Director of Alumni and Constituent Relations: Tammy Hedges; Assistant Director:
Joe Biggers; Alumni Coordinators: Alexa Begonia, Shawn Carter (BA ’92, MS ’04), Shannon Miller (BA ’98), Holly Snyder (BA ’09),
Wendy Sumner-Winter (MFA ’10), Connie Thiemonge, Terez Wilson (BS ’08)
Alumni Administrative Staff: Vanessa Knight, Shanette Jenkins-Parks, Jackie Rodriquez (BA ’04)

CORRECTIONS
In the donor listings in the fall 2011 The University of Memphis
Magazine, the following individuals were inadvertently omitted.
The Advancement Division apologizes for this error.
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Faculty & Staff
Dr. Thomas R. Miller
Dr. Victoria Murrell

Memorials
In memory of Chris Tugwell
Ms. Brenda Bunt

Life Members
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Harber
Ms. Martha Jane Keough
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DANA GABRION
BA ’98

University of Memphis Alumni Association Life Member
Current Co-Executive Producer, America’s Next
Top Model
Owner, Talbot Heirs Guesthouse in Downtown Memphis
Television production work for NBC, VH1, FOX,
A&E, the WB and MTV
Movie credits include Francis Ford Coppola’s
The Rainmaker, Scream 3 and
The Sweetest Thing
Work with Memphis area radio stations, including
WMC-FM, WREC, WHBQ and WMC-AM
Awards include:
2011 Outstanding Young Alumna recipient
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